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In character, manners, stvle, in all things, 


the supremx excellence is simplic 


in interior decoration this is most readil 


by the use of Walpamur Quality Paints 


iHE WALPAMUR CO LT 





THE ARCHITECT and Building News, June 15, 1951 








+ 


DESIGN FOR RECOVERY 


Ward M.2.M. at the Manchester Royal Infirmary has an atmosphere of pleasant 
restfulness to which the Dunlop rubber flooring makes an important contribution, 
Supremely resilient and very long-lasting, Dunlop rubber flooring is silent, hygienic 
and easy to clean, For hotels, offices and other busy buildings it is ideal, just as it is 
for hospitals. The forty-six plain and marbled shades enable a wide variety of design 
effects to be achieved. Monograms and special patterns too, can be made to any design: 
there is a staff of Dunlop designers who will be glad to help. 

The advantages of the Dunlop rubber flooring are manifold: its quality and the 


quality of the service behind it are unequalled. May we send you further details ¢ 


DUNLOP RUBBER FLOORING 


DUNLOP RUBBER COMPANY LTD., CAMBRIDGE STREET, MANCHESTER 1. 


LONDON : Clerkenwell House, GLASGOW : Dunlop Rubber Co. (Scotlund) Led., LIVERPOOL : 24, Cornhill, BIRMINGHAM : Dunlop House, 
Clerkenwell Green, E.C.1. 46/78, North Wallace Street, C.4 Park Lane, Liverpool, |. Livery Street, Birmingham 


1G RFI 
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SPECIALISTS FOR OVER THIRTY YEARS IN 
RECONSTRUCTION, REPAIR AND WATERPROOFING OF 


ROOFS, GUTTERS & ROO] 


leanne ENGINEERING LTD. undertake at short notice, 
subject to the availability of supplies, the erection or replacement of 
asbestos or Corrugated Iron Roofing as well as the reconditioning of any 


type of existing industrial roof. 


The MASTICON Process -developed and used exclusively by 
Industrial Engineering Ltd.—is recommendéd for the waterprooting 
of new roofs, as well as for prolonging the life of existing roofing. 
MASTICON treatment of roofing means a lasting job, defying the 


worst weather conditions, and unaffected by extremes of heat and cold. 


INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING 


MELLIER HOUSE, ALBEMARLE STREET, panne W.1 © REGENT 


[ov pd 
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PERMANENT COLOUR of Marley Tiles is achieved by surfac- 
ing with fixed-coloured granules. There is no free colour—tests by washing 
prove this. When these qualities are desired, the Specification should call 
for “Approved fixed-colour granule-faced concrete tiles.” 


The Marley Tile Co. Limited, London Road, Riverhead, Kent. Sevenoaks 2251/6 
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completes the 


PAROMAT 


FAROMAT is the interior decorator’s ideal fini 

charm. All the listed shades are fast to light 

FAROMAT has immense hiding and covering capacity 
sufficiently long enough to enable the painter to bru 
FAROMAT has an “ After-Flow”’ unprecedented with this tyy 
FKAROMAT is particularly suitable for use in such pla A 
PITALS, SCHOOLS, CHURCHES, HOTELS and 


SF vcally sufec vt 
FLAT WALL PAINT 


T. & W. FARMILOE LIMITED, ROCHESTER ROW, WESTMINSTER, LONDON, S.W.1 Phone: ViCtoria 4480 
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FESTIVAL #¢ OF BRITAIN 





Auditorium Permanently 


Lighted by — &G.C 


Electrical contractors 


It is the Royal Festival Hall, the only permanent building on the site, 
that will carry proud memories of the South Bank Exhibition; and 
it is a source of pride to the G.E.C. that for the auditorium the Chief 
Engineers’ Department of the London County Council should have 
appointed the Company to collaborate in the design of the lighting 
installation as well as the supply of the equipment. 


‘The Company’s equipment was also used for the exterior lighting of a 


quarter of the exhibition grounds which included the Homes and 
Gardens section as well as the fountains and lakes which employed over 
800 G.E.C. floodlights. 


OSRAM lamps are inst Uled throughout the Royal Festival Hall—foyer 
and auditorium—and eisewhere in the exhibition. 


for the Royal Festiva Hall: Burkeley Electrical Engineering Company 


Limited 





THE gGENERAL ELECTRIC CO LTD., MAGNET HOUSE, KINGSWAY, 


TWO 


LONDON, 


wW.C.2 





The waterproof skin 





SYNTHAPRUFE 


forms an elastic, adhesive, 


waterproof coat 
containing rubber 


YNTHAPRUFE is a ready-to-use waterproofing compound 

which is applied cold by brush. Containing rubber, it is 

strongly adhesive, and sets rapidly to form a flexible, elastic film 
which is impervious to moisture. 

It can be applied over concrete, plaster, brick, metal, or timber 
surfaces, and is satisfactorily used both in new construction and 
on existing buildings. 

It makes an ideal waterproof “sandwich” layer in concrete 
sub-floors or roofs; and when used under granolithic or 
Terrazzo surfaces, it reduces the risk of cracking because its 
elasticity enables it to absorb slight movements in the base. 

Synthaprufe is highly effective as a vertical damp-course on 
either external or internal surfaces, and is most valuable for 
treating damp in existing walls. Applied to outer surfaces, it can 
be rendered with cement mortar; applied to inside walls, it may 
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you brush on 


to waterproof 


Z $ 
concrete sub-floor 












































Synthaprufe is elastic (as shown by test strip) 
and therefore an ideal waterproof jointing 











be plastered if desired, or finished in distemper or wallpaper 
Being strongly adhesive, Synthaprufe is also a perfect water- 
proof fixative for linoleum, wood blocks, and other floor or 


-wall coverings. 


In short, Synthaprufe offers the archit: +t, builder, and engineer 
a waterproofing and jointing material of unusual efficiency and 
versatility, ready to use and easily applied. 





SOME SPECIAL USES 


e Sealing concrete structures above and below 
ground level —‘swimming-baths, reservoirs, 
cooling-towers, etc. 


e Protecting concrete piles, steelwork, sewer- 
pipes and joints, etc. 


e Waterproofing asphalt, lead, zinc, corrugated 
tron, or felted roofs. 


SY NTHAPRU FE CONTAINING RUBBER 


Manufactured by the 


National Coal Board 


Synthaprufe is a product of British Coal. Further details, and advice on any technical problem, will glacdty 
be given on application to the National Coal Board, By-Products, N.P. Bank Buildings, Docks, Cardiff 
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TANKS ARE ERECTED 
WITH EITHER INSIDE 
OR OUTSIDE FLANGES 


UNIVERSAL BRACKETS 
AND STAY RODS 
ENSURE RIGIDITY 


JOINTS ARE SEALED 
WITH STANDARD 


TANKS ARE ERECTED JOINTING COMPOUND 
FROM STANDARD 


SIZE PLATES 


Tanks made of cast iron plates possess a very 
high degree of resistance to corrosion and ’ 
therefore form ideal storage units. C A S T 
Mather & Platt cast iron tanks are con- 


structed of plates 2ft. square, but where a P 
particular tank cannot be constructed of R ¢) N 


standard plates alone, the difference is made 


up by using square or rectangular plates 
with sides Ift., Ift. 6in., 2ft. or 2ft. 6in. STORAGE 
The plates being comparatively light, 


transport is easy and erection can be 


carried out at small cost. = fj N K § 


MATHER & PLATT LTD 


PARK WORKS - MANCHESTER, 10 
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Consulting Architect : 
Sir Percy Thomas, P.P.R.I.B.A. 


Consulting Engineers : 
John F. Farquharson & Partners. 


Office Building at Cardiff for the Architectural Section, Estate Dept., 
of The Prudential Assurance Co. Ltd. 


DAWNAYS LIMITED 


BRIDGE AND STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 


HEAD OFFICE STEELWORKS RD. LONDON, S.W.1! Telephone BATTERSEA 1525 





F eee _—— mane os 
King's Oc A | s Work 54 Victoria London, $.W.1 6 
| _ SWANSEA 3185 |___ CARDIFF 2557 VICTORIA 154) | WELWYN GON. 12 
i 





1 2 Rockstone Place 40 Park Road 155 Princes Avenue, HL 
| SOUTHAMPTON 14): PETERBOROUGH 4547 HULL. “CENTRAL 8161 





a 
Cables and Telegrams “ DAWNA\'S, LONDON Code Bence 
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WARRY SIMPLEX 


BRICK 
TRUCK 


AND 


MOBILE 


This truck will reduce 

the time and labour 

for handling bricks by 
50 per cent. 


Full instructions on how to 
use this Brick Truck is on 
the back of every truck. 


Write for full details and 


The Simplex Brick Truck . . Price £13 . 16.0 ex works a demonstration 


HOISTS FOR SALE OR HIRE 


WARRY PATENT BUILDING EQUIPMENT ct. 


FAGGS ROAD, FELTHAM, MIDDLESEX Telephone : Feltham 4057 and 405 
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No. 7 DouBLE ROMAN 


Oeoof Tiled 


Short of physical damage, C.S. handmade Roof 
Tiles are imperishable. Made by hand from the 
famous Bridgwater clay, they neither laminate 
nor crack. Years of exposure have no ill effects 
upon them. We manufacture many patterns; 
Roman, Pantile, Spanish, Italian and such special 
shapes as Reynardo, Bambino, and _ other 
tiles with bold rolls. One type greatly in demand 
is the C.S. No. 7 Double Roman. This is used SizE 16} INS, x 13} INS 
extensively for Housing Estate work. 
Write for illustrated list. ot C.S. Handmade Roof 
ules. | 


(OLTHURST-SYMONS & Gin 


Patent Tile Works - Bridgwater: Somerset 
London Office: Mr. Dawson Goodey, 6 Queen Anne’s Gate, Westminster, $.W.1. Phone : WHlitehall 7607 
ete as" nn SSS SS SESS SEB RBBBeeeeaa 


. a2 =e 
BSSSeeeeteseeeeeeeeeeaeeeaeeeaeetaese: 





. ARBOMAST N.S. Non-hardening Compound is 
fi a an integral component in the construction of 
a2 ° Lke ° Glass Wall Masonry. All clearance joints at the 
top and sides of panels should be kept free of 
mortar spillings and packed with ARBOMAST 
N.S. Non-hardening Compound to provide a 
‘cushion,’ thus taking up any stress due to 
expansion. 


— 
ae 


ADSHEAD RATCLIFFE 
and Company Limited 
BELPER - DERBY 


Tel.: Belper 351/2. 
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*CORROPLAST” 
ROOFING 
at the 
PLASTICS DIVISION 
of 
IMPERIAL 
CHEMICAL 


INDUSTRIES 
LTD 


AT WELWYN GARDEN CITY, HERTS. 


= & ® 
“CORROPLAST” DOES NOT CORRODE OR 


GET BRITTLE. Nor does drilling and cutting 


affect it because it is the same all through. Therefore 
“CORROPLAST” ROOFS DO NOT REQUIRE 
RE-SHEETING EVERY FEW YEARS. 


CORROPLAST 


Manufactured by :— 


HOLOPLAS T ti wtTTé O 


Sales Office: 116 VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W.1I. Tel: ViCtoria 9354/6 & 9938! 
Head Office and Works : NEW HYTHE, Near MAIDSTONE, KENT Tel: Maidstone 7361 


’ 
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“CARLISLE” * ER 


= — 


— “THISTLE” 


FOR ALL PURPOSES 

HARDWALL, COMMON, SUPERFINE 

BARIUM, KEENES, PARIAN, MASTIC CEMENT 
&c. &c. 





SALES & SERVICE 
The Carlisle Piaster & Cement Co. 


Thomas MeGhie & Sons Ltd. 
Coecklakes Nr. Carlisle 


Telegrems : PLASTER, CARLISLE Telephone: WETHERAL 97/8 


FOR FACTORIES, 
SHOWERS $icosis°33 
PUBLIC BATHS, ETC. 





Shove is a suitable GUMMER shower for every purpose 
—Pit Head Baths, School Gymnasia, Public Slipper and 
Swimming Baths, Cotton Mills, Chemical Works, lron and 
Steel Foundries, Football Grounds and Playing Fields, ete. 


In all these, TEMPERATURE CONTROL is of vital 
importance—in fact it is the major responsibility of the 
Architect and of the Engineer in charge. 


The GUMMER “SECURITY” Thermostatic Mixing 
Valve eliminates all scalding worries and will provide a contro! unit which is faithfully 
accurate in its response to the user’s desires, lively in its rectificational duties, and 
confidently reliable in all its functions under any working conditions. 


FOLDER NO. 1/46 containing full technical information will be sent on application to the manufacturers 


EFFINGHAM VALVE WORKS 
GUMMERS LTD., iothenuam. 


YORKS 


PHONE—R’HAM 1865-6-7. ESTABLISHED 1875 TELEGRAMS—GUMMER ROTHERHAM 
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THE UNIVERSAL 
BUILDING BOARD 


Stramit gives{the Architect and 
Building Contractor a unique and 
revolutionary material, suited to 
a wide range of con- 
structional work 
Made of compressed 
straw. (NON-IN- 
FLAMMABLE), 
Stramit boards are 
2° thick by 4° wide 
and are manufac- 
tured in all standard 
lengths. Stramit can 
be used with steel 
or Aluminium tees, 
and with softwood 
or hardwood, an 
important point in these days of metal shortage 
Stramit offers a complete building none Dept. D.. PACKET BOAT DOCK 
whether for Partitions, Roofing, Insulation or COWLEY PEACHEY, Nr. UXBRIDGE 
Wall Lining At the same time high erection MIDDLESEX. Tel.: West Drayton 3021 
speed, cuts costs to a minimum 

Non-standard sizes are also available 


= — 


The illustration is of RAMIT ROOF 

at Ricardo St. Schools, P London, fo ng 

part of the live architecture exhibition, FESTIVAL 

OF BRITAIN, 1951. On the sect ” shown, timber UNIVERSAL BUILDING BOARD 
framing is laid at 2ft. centres Messrs. Hills 

Presweld"’ beams and standard 4ft Stramit is used 














GLASCRETE 


@ Reinforced Concrete and Glass e@ 


Two interesting examples of 
GLASCRETE Mullion Bay Win- 
dows are shown in these bold 
designs ; for Hanger Lane and 
Perivale Stations by Dr. F. F. 
Curtis, Chief Architect to British 
Railways, (Western Region). 





For further particulars 
write or telephone 


fbn) 
}A-KINGsS 
tp 
UZ / Bt Queen Victoria $:. LONDON rcs 


—‘* GLASCRETE needs no painting !” 
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Speedy HERMESEAL 
yous deaught 
exclusion picoblems/ 


| 


Wa. 


Draught exclusion means the prevention of | 
infiltration... Here is a typical example 


* BEFORE Im recent tests, the average gap around a large 
number of wooden doublé hung sash windows 

(5 0” x 2’ 9") was found to average 1 8", and the infil- 
tration rate through these gaps, under a typical wind speed 

of 10 m.p.h., was as much as 106.0 cu. ft. per hour per 
foot of gap, or 1,908.0 cu. ft. for the whole window. 


” AFTER 9 The rate of infiltration after draught-proofing, was 

actually reduced to 14.7 cu. ft. per hour per 

foot of gap, or 264.6 cu. ft. per hour for the whole 

window. The prevention achieved, therefore, was 1,643.4 

cu. ft. per hour or 86.1%. Tests on casement windows 
showed results up to 95°. 


Such are the effects of efficient draught-proofing, that the 
conservation of heat and saving of fuel can be very greatly 
increased. In general about 50%; of all the heat lost through 
the average window or door can be saved, or at least 20% 
of that lost throughout the average home, assuming a 
comprehensive installation. 





THE PRODUCT can be fitted to any type of window or door— 
metal or wood—and consists of a specially designed strip of 
phosphor-bronze ailoy which is guaranteed for ten years. 

THE INSTALLATION :s permanent and is fitted by our own 
specially trained staff. 

THE COST is calculated on (1) The totai footage involved. 
(2) The number of drop-seals or thresholds required. (3) Any 
carpentry or sealing work necessary, (4) Fitters’ fares and/or 
subsistence as from nearest branch office. 


-HERMESEAL- 


PATENT DRAUGHTPROOF 
WINDOW & DOOR EQUIPMENT | 


BRITISH HERMESEAL LIMITED 
Head Office: 4 PARK LANE, LONDON, W.1. 
Telephone: GROsvenor 4324 (3 lines). 
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Telephone: Telegrams: 
ENField 4877/8 Quality, Enfield 


SHUTTER CONTRACTORS 


LINCOLN WORKS 


ENFIELD 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


ROLLING SHUTTERS 
IN STEEL, WOOD & 
ALUMINIUM ALLOY 


FOR ALL TYPES OF BUILDINGS 


APPROVED MANUFACTURERS TO 
F.O.C. AND L.CC. REQUIREMENTS 
CONTRACTORS TO 
H.M. GOVERNMENT—ALL DEPARTMENTS 
PUBLIC UTILITY COMPANIES, COUNCILS 
PRINCIPAL RAILWAYS, INSTITUTIONS 
Etc. 











OF with the old- 
On with the NEW! 


~ 









































GUY H. NICHOLLS, F.R.1.B.A. 


Reconstruction of 35-38 Dorset Square, N.W.1, 
as 19 Flats for the Borough of St. Marylebone 


Sain Ccccbntisdiiin : 


Robert Hart & Sons Ltd 


121 Victoria Street, S.W 1 


VICTORIA 3704/5/6 
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iMItTeo 
THE ADAMITE COMPANY BO ace 
-~enrrtenn “euse streacare 


A new series of 


Technical Bulletins 


. containing 
details of various methods of providing 


Non-slip and Hard-wearing 
Stair Treads and_ Floors 
in tile or continuous form, together with test 
report and prices. 

May I send youa copy? It contains information 
never previously published. 


The following Bulletins will be available shortly: 


* Bul! Dog” Floor and Ceiling Clips. 
“ Colemanoid * Waterproofing & Hardening 


Liquid - 
“ Redalon “ Cement Retarder 
“ Ellicem * Cement Paint. U 
* Adamite ” Doors, 


THE ADAMITE COMPANY LTD., Manfieid House, Strand, W.C.2. Tem. Bar 6233/6 
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1869, and the 
U.S.A 


** Building News,"* 
and Canada $9.00 
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** ARCHITONIA, SEDIST, LONDON.” 


founded in 


Telegrams 


Br ces: Coventry: 8-10 Corporation Street; Birmingham: King Edward House, New Street 
s 4412 (3 lines), Deansgate 3595 (2 lines); Glasgow 


26B Renfield Street. 





FIFTY YEARS 


t hee British Standards Institution is shortly td 
For 


starting from an Engineering Standards Committee, 


celebrate its Golden Jubilee fifty years, 
which in its first energetic approach, in 1901-02, re- 
a third 


duced the number of steel sections by about 
and the types of tramway rails from seventy-five to 
five, the Institution has carried its work into rractically 


all manufacturing fields. 

\s might be expected in this country the body re- 
sponsible for this mass of work is still an unofficial and 
Although it receives grants from the 
National 


Physical Laboratory, with most Government Depart- 


voluntary one. 


Treasury and works in close accord with 


ments and with departmental investigations made 
through official committees or commissions, its 
from. the 


mayor 


funds derive subscriptions of member- 


crganisations, manufacturers ( trades associations 


and from its publications 


The scope of its work may be gauged from the fact 
that in Building and Civil 
three 
been established, while for iron and steel nearly four 
in th fifty 


LNOSC 


Engineering alone over 


of practice have 


hundred standards and codes 


hundred standards have been issued 


years 
But it is not an “official” body; standards, even for 
safety, are not imposed, unless by some legal cover 


quite unrelated to the Institute’s work; they are 


optionally adopted by makers and designers alike or 
The 


for such universal 


can be ignored by both. idoption of official 


standards, even items of equip- 


ment doors is yet to come. 
Yet 

ientist, economist or 
with but little reservation, that the adoption of 


as cupboards, baths o1 


there is scarcely anyone, whether designer, 


administrator who would not 
admit, 
standards is a means of increasing production, r¢ duc- 


ing costs and economising in materials and labour 


During the war the value of standardisation was more 


OF STANDARDS 


firmly established than ever before and manufactured 
components were reduced in number; steel-window 
types, for example, were reduced by 80 per cent. and 
forty different baths were reduced to five. 

Yet “ standardisation ” is, for some designers, an in- 
vention to be feared dismissed or 
This is rather an illogical stand to take; for 
standards, if properly established and wisely used can 
be tools to assist designers and not act as the enemy 
of either imagination or inspiration. 


and_ therefore 


ignored 


To do things 
more efficiently or quicker only hinders the “witch- 
doctor” type of mind and certainly should not baulk 
those who look for any or all assistance that research 
and knowledge can offer. 


Cost of building, as we have pointed out before, 
can be reduced, not by reducing progressively social 
and national standards of living, but by concentration 
Reduction of 
costs is as much the architect’s business, as designer, 
the quantity quasi- 
administrator, as it is the builder’s as producer. 
Cheaper building, assisted by standards, does not 
mean necessarily the reduction of quality, but it does 
imply that more money may be made available for 


on organisation and administration. 


and surveyor’s cencern, as 


more building. One of the methods of achieving these 
ends is through national standards widely adopted; 
the efficient production of building parts is only be- 
coming possible through the adoption of dimensional 
standards by those who have to do the building. 


There is no doubt that production based on stan- 
dards is here to stay, not only in this country but 
internationally. architects 
to recognise that it is so and to use the 
tools increasingly offered to them. As an architect 
recently pointed out, there was probably more stan- 
dardisation in the 4th century B.c. in Greece or in the 
i8th century in England than there is now, but in 


It becomes designers 
among them 





696 


those times it had not received the mixed blessing of 
a word by which it could be described and, therefore, 
pinpointed by the critics. 

If the basic platform upon which the British Stan- 
dards Institution stands is sound then it would seem 
irrefutable that the methods and standards which 
evolve from its work should be made more “official,” 
that they should be understood and used by more 
designers and supported by more manufacturers with 
closer liaison between scientific research and its appli- 
cations. 

The Institution has, in the course of its career, 
enlarged its work from precise standards for materials 
or articles that manifestly by agreement can be so fixed, 
to the laying down of codes of practice for those 
techniques which, while not precisely definable, can 
be established by minimal requirements. The build- 
ing side of the Institution has recently started tenta- 
tively to explore another field, that of modular 
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co-ordination. In this it is proceeding in parallel 


with similar organisations in many other countries 


The idea that each standard is an entity in itself 


and can be laid down with but small or no relation 
ships to other standards, even for materials or com 


ponents in the same field, is being challenged and, 


for once, the building industry is in the van. It is a 


fundamental in idea as were symbols for the writing 


of a language that its sense might be conveyed through 
the eye as well as by the ear. Yet this attempt at 


some the usual 
stems from a dislil 


more basic approach is receiving fron 
type of comment or criticism that 


of change or sees threats to individualism in design ot 


in personal expression. The Institution has a long row 
to hoe before it persuades those concerned, designet 


and manufacturers alike, that here may be anothet 


and still greater tool for their common use, which wil 
give, not chains for the limitation of imagination, but 


greater freedom and facilities for future service 


Monument to Captain Crozier, R.N.\at Banbridge, 20 miles from 
Conference, pp. 703 to 710. 
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round the Battersea 
Pleasure Gardens 
with Abner 


PAINTERS’ ARCHITECTURE 


MUST confess to having paid very little attention to 

the troubles of the Festival Gard ing the past 
few months. I had not even looked at the plan very 
closely. I was mildly offended to see that the loco- 
motives on the Far Tottering and Oyster Creek Railway 
were diesel-electric and not steam a! wa rry that 
the mud was so deep. Apart from it went there on 
my first visit with an open mind and y vastly amused 
The whole thing is extremely pretty. It is an admirable 
accompaniment to the more serious pleasures of the 
South Bank. To start with, it was the first of the recent 
series of perfect days and, being mid-week, the crowds 
were not overpowering. The signpost from the car 
park might have been clearer, and as | walked through 
the unrequisitioned part of Battersea Park, most beauti- 
fully laid out with flowers, I reflected that many a mother 
leading tired and fractious children to the nearest public 
transport would find it a very long way n the way 
to the gate I admired an elegant fluorescent-tube-bearing 
lamp post [9] and some pleasant sphere-carrying ones 
{6]. At the gate I met the Editor and photographer, 
weighed down with camera and tripod. From then on 
cries of delight escaped me at every turn. It is virtually 
impossible to mention everything, and once more I must 
ask you to go and to see for yourselves, with a note 
not to miss the following 

From the west end of the garde 
main alleyway parallel to the rive 
small kiosks and booths either selling thing § 
information. Nearer the river there is another 
but this part was not quite finished and so must await 
another visit. On the right of the first alleyway there are 
two splendid Gothic follies flanking the opening of the 
Grand Vista [1] by John Piper and Osbert Lancaster 
This feature is a complete success and is crammed with 
deas and surprises You may not find some of the 
colours entirely to your liking, but the pain have 

n the perfect answer to the des s of the South 
Bank. The only real disappointment is that the shops 
do not seem to have risen to the occasion ps it 
is not the fault of the shops but of the manufacturers 
The souvenirs on the whole are ill and tasteless 
Notice particularly the cane figures 
on the roofs of the Chinese Gothic arcade 
the beginning of the Vista. When admiri 
look immediately behind and above 
dome which marks the centre of 
arches, note the Ionic caps applied the columns in 
wire. Reflect upon the forthrightness of the South Bank 
architecture and rejoice that we have designers who can 
do both that and this 

Here, I think, is the moment to roll the drum and 
crash the cymbal for silence and attention. If you are 
anything like me you will already have come to the con- 
clusion that these gardens are what London has been 
waiting for ever since the last of the old Pleasure Gar- 
dens closed. The feeling of gaiety and release is very 
noticeable. Why should we put up with the really dis- 
gracefully inadequate outdoor eatinx arrangements that 
it pleases the various park authorities ve us nor- 
mally? Let us make a great clamour about it The 
South Bank started it with its many elegant restaurants, 
bars and cafes, and the Pleasure Gardens have taken it 
one stage-further. The Pleasure Gardens must become 
4 permanent feature of the London scene. Let us make 
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quite certain that the authorities are made to learn their 
lesson. 

Suddenly we found ourselves at the ¢ 
grotto [4] from which strange and eerie 
coming. Flashing our large press pass, we went inside, 
where we found a number of uniformed and un- 
uniformed attendants anxious to tell us what it was all 
about. We did not really want to know because of the 
eerie sounds and the remarkable pong which was peri- 
odically squirted at us from goodness knows where. It 
was all wonderfully bogy-bogy and not in the least 
like Schweppes, who very kindly sponsored it and are 
devoting the takings to the National Playing Fields 
Association . 

The tree-top walk, though not yet open 
ing enough for anyone. g 
taurant has an excellent view 


lirance to a 


sounds were 


looked excit- 
1s Aviary Res- 
from it ace 


and its 
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general attractiveness is only slightly spoiled by the stan- 
dard fittings and lettering of the ABC, which does the 
catering there. The kiosks and stalls throughout the 
gardens are so much better than any seen before in 
this country that they cannot fail to impress not only the 
public but those who have leased them. There is lots of 
pleasant nonsense at the entrance to the fun-fair, but 
before you reach that there is the remarkable perform- 
ing Guinness’s clock designed by Lewit-Him. T 

fun-fair is much as you might expect, with some terrify- 
ing rides and some fine examples of showman’s murals. 
The boating pool and seaside village [7] is great fun 
when seen from the Vauxhall Beer Garden, which has 
large four-legged umbrellas to shelter the tables. Nearby 
we noticed some pleasant signwriting [10] which gave go 
indication as to whether it was traditional or the latest 
thing from the pub-designer’s handbook. I do not 














think that anyone will be able to complain justifiably 
that thete is insufficient catering accommodation in the 
gardens. Other restaurants well worth inspection are 
the Riverside Rooms and the Pier Restaurant, by James 
Gardner, the chief gardens designer, and the Crescent 
[5] by Patrick Gwynne, in which members of MARS and 
Maharajahs will be equally at home. There are others 
too numerous to mention in a general report. One of 
the most successful structures is the Dance Pavilion, 
also by James Gardner. A huge scalloped tent with 
central support finished all round with walls of glass 
and metal. The interior is suitably lush and has two 
buffets. The surprising thing is that the acoustics are 
excellent. You enter for nothing and pay by the dance. 
I believe that they could have done with three such pavi- 
lions. The Emett railway is well worth a visit. It 
must have been great fun to build, but why has it been 
given such an uninteresting route along the back of 
everything? We used our press passes again here and 
were quizzed in true Emett fashion by an appropriate- 
looking ticket collector. The fountains are deliciously 
wet and gain from the incorporation of a number of 
those rotating lawn watering devices. The planting is 
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lovely and here I hope that 1 
colour is used in masses 
effects. 

Signposting within the 
and is done on the nursery s 
the modelled hand is a char 
plentiful and well-desis gned litter 
are spoiled by the 
tains, pools and quiet corners the I 
and cigarette packets. This reminds me that my earlier 
remarks that the Water Mach South Bs 
Exhibition was temperamental, have brought me a 
from its designer, Richard Huw W 
it has now been fitted with a 
cannot digest orange peel, 
forth he expects it to behave w 

As we walked round the remark 
our lips was “ This must stay.” 
is much enhanced by the pr 
propriate costume selling lay 
oranges i, have ever seet The I 
other to go on the ride: 
accept the challenge in « 
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by some attractive murals of pretty girls in all kinds of 
distress, we did sample one sideshow where, in company 
with six hundred other people, we climbed to the top of 
a remarkable structure, slightly reminiscent of F. L. W.’s 
Guggenheim art gallery, and watched volunteers being 
stuck to the walls of a rotating cylinder by centrifugal 
force. Very odd indeed. 

A very large number of designers had a hand in the 
Festival Gardens, and to one and all I raise my hat. | 
shall go again, often, but whatever else happens, the 
gardens must remain. 


ELECTRICIANS’ ART 
[F the painters, aided and abetted by designers and 
architects, have stolen the show in the gardens by 
day, it is the electrical engineers, electricians and their 
helpers who must receive most praise for the night scene. 
It would not be fair to compare the two, for they are 
quite different. We have in effect two gardens to visit. 
From the simple but very effective outlining of Albert 
Bridge in tungsten lamps to the brilliant green fluores- 
cent floodlighting of the trees, the whole affair is admir- 
ably managed. Fittings range from the lamp posts 
already mentioned, with their many variations, all of 
which are of a somewhat serious aspect, to the purely 
decorative plastic globes beside the river and the en- 
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chanting bird-cage standards between the river and the 
main avenue. 


In the Grand Vista there are some other lighting 
effects for which the electricians are not responsible; 
there flaming gas torches contrast with plumes of steam 
issuing, thanks to a gas boiler installation, from the tops 
of the two highest features. Thus gas retains a foothold 
in the lighting world. The litter bins already mentioned 
have illuminated signs to remind visitors that tidyness is 
just as important by day as by night. 

Walking round the fun fair it was interesting to see 
the shows that were drawing the crowds. The centri- 
fugal force machine had a large queue, although it was 
half-past ten, but many of the rides were almost deserted. 
There was a crowd round the booth where you may be 
photographed as a can-can dancer or a bathing belle, 
and another at the Aunt Sally, where, as the reward for 
enormous expenditure of money and energy you may 
have the doubtful pleasure of tipping a not too beautiful 
woman out of bed by hitting a very small bull’s-eye 
with a wooden ball. All around were the British 
enjoying themselves, with solemn faces, tired feet, and 
wearing large comic hats. I left as the fireworks 
started and, beautiful as they were, I am not really sur- 
prised that local inhabitants have complained about the 


noise they make. ABNER 
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Birthday Honours 


O F 


Building Trades 


Employers. 


T H E W EE K 


Sydney The Royal Institute of British Archi- 


Knights Bachelor 

Gerald Reid Barry, Director General, 
Festival of Britain. Roger Duncalfe, 
Chairman, British Standards _Institu- 
tion. ‘Henry William Warren, Managing 
Director, Associated Electrical Indus- 
tries Ltd. 

G.B.E. 

The Earl of Crawford and Balcarres, 
HON.F.R.LB.A., for services to the Arts. 
C.B.E. 

Stanley Anderson, R.A., R.E. Engraver. 
Charles Herbert Aslin,  A.R.1.B.A., 
County Architect, Hertfordshire. Wil- 
liam Kenneth Brasher, Secretary, In- 
stitution of Electrical Engineers. George 
Foster Earle, Chairman and Managing 
Director, Associated Portland Cement 
Manufacturers Ltd. Frank Young 
Henderson, D.sc., Director, Forest 
Products Research Laboratory, D.S.LR. 
Robert Terence Kennedy, A.R.1.B.A., 
Chief Planning Officer, Ministry of 
Local Government and Planning. James 
Laver, Keeper of 
Engraving, Illustration and Design, and 
Paintings. V.and A. Museum. Thomas 
Wilfrid Sharp, D.LiTT., President of the 
Institute of Landscape Architects. 
George Wood, Chairman, Thos W. 
Ward Ltd., Sheffield. 


O.B.E, 

Robert Atkinson, F.R.I.B.A., for ser- 
vices to the Admiralty. William Cotter, 
Member of the General Council, 
N.F.B.T.O. Francis Moorhouse Dean, 
A.R.LB.A., Senior Architect, Ministry 
of Works. Mark Hartland Thomas, 
F.R.1.B.A., Chief Industrial Officer, Coun- 
cil of Industrial Nesign. John Edgar 
Gerard, Regional Chief Clerk of Works, 
M.o.W. Walter Hogarth, 3.p., Direc- 
tor, North Western 


Departments of 


Federation of 


Morton Mason, A.M.1.c.E£., Chief Town 
Planning Assistant, Bradford. Miss 
Dorothy Elizabeth Soper, A.R.1.B.A., 
Senior Assessor in Charge, Coventry 
Technical Centre, Central Land Board, 
and War Damage Commission. 


Report and Statement 


issued this week: Interim Report of 
the District Heating Working Party 
published for the Ministry of Local 
Government and Planning, by H.M.S.O. 
price 6d., obtainable from any book- 
seller; and Joint Statement by the 
Royal Institute of British Architects and 
the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers on “The Building 
Owner and Planning in Advance.” 


One of the most important factors in 
the raising of building productivity and 
in the reduction of building costs is 
the complete planning of the job before 
work starts. This point was made very 
strongly in the two Reports published 
last year by the Working Party on 
Building Operations and by the Anglo- 
American Council on Productivity’s 
building industry team. 

The Working Party 
opinion that the highest degree of 
efficiency cannot be achieved in any 
building operation of considerable size 
unless it is planned in detail before work 
is commenced, It is only in this way 
that the substantial economies to be 
derived from the proper phasing and 
programming of the work can 
realised. Moreover, the delays and dis- 
organisation due to inadequate pre- 
planning not .»nly add to the immediate 
cost, but tend to undermine the general 
morale and so to have an influence ex- 
tending much beyond the particular job. 


were of the 


tects and the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers are in 
entire agreement with the views of the 
Working Party and Productivity Team 
on this point and they have decided 
jointly to call the attention of building 
owners to the way in which it is possible 
to economise in both time and money 
by supplying full and complete informa- 
tion at the earliest possible stage and by 
refraining from making alterations in 
plans. The two organisations feel that — 
this is of particular importance at the © 
present time when a large programme of ~ 
building for defence purposes is about 
to be undertaken. 


Architectural Students’ 
Festival 


From July 11-21 the students of the 
London Schools of Architecture are 
arranging for their fellow students from 
Britain and abroad a “Student Festi- 
val.” 

The Regent Street Polytechnic and 
the Architectural Association School 
are having a dance and concert at the 
Royal Festival Hall on July 21. Sir 
Adrian Boult will conduct the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra and Choir in a 
programme which will include “A 
Serenade to Music,” by Vaughan 
Williams, “Sinfonia Concertante” by 
William Walton, “A Spring Sym- 
phony” by Benjamin Britten and the 
first performance of a new work by 
Richard Arnell. Afterwards the L.P.O. 
will play 30 minutes’ dance music. 
Dancing will continue until midnight. 

Some students from another London 
School are producing a special Festival 
number of “Plan.” With a foreword 
from Mr. Hugh Casson, “Plan” will 
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outline the progress of architecture in 
this country between the 1851 and 1951 
exhibitions. Showing the South Bank 
as the consolidation of the modern 
architects’ position in Britain, it will 
place the South Bank in its context in 
modern British architectural achieve- 
ment. It will be available from South 
Bank bookstalls and from schools of 
architecture from July 9. Other stud- 
ents from the Bartlett and Brixton 
School of Building are arranging lec- 
tures, visits to modern and historical 
buildings, and a series of film shows. 


The Architectural Students’ Associa- 
tion will have a congress during these 
ten days. Further details of the Archi- 
tectural Students’ Festival will be 
announced later. 


The Study of Science in 
Connection with 
Architecture 


The Council of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects have decided that 
advantage would be gained by an over- 
haul of the Institute’s machinery for the 
study of scientific matters in connection 
with architecture, with a view to bring- 
ing the Council more closely into con- 
tact with activities in this sphere. To 
this end it has been decided to dissolve 
the present Architectural Science Board 
with its semi-autonomous and independ- 
ent status, and in its place to constitute 
a Science Committee. The Committee 
will consist of a slightly smaller number 
of members who will meet at more 
frequent intervals and maintain closer 
relations with the Executive Committee 
and the Council by means of the normal 
system of reporting on appropriate 
matters after each meeting. The Science 
Committee will co-ordinate the activities 
of certain sub-committees entrusted 
with special tasks. It is the desire and 
hope of the Council that the services of 
a number of distinguished non-members 
which have proved of such value in the 
past, will still be available on the new 
Science Committee. 

By identifying themselves more close- 
ly with the study of science through 
these arrangements, the Council hope 
that the paramount importance of 
science in the study and practice of 
architecture will be kept more promin- 
ently in the view of members of the 
Royal Institute. 


Competition for Houses 
Maldon Hall Estate 

for the Maldon Borough 
Council, Essex 


Members and students of the 
R.1.B.A. and of its allied societies 
must not take part in the above 
Competition, because the conditions 
are not in accordance with the pub- 
lished regulations of the Royal Institute 
for architectural competitions. 


The Hon. Lionel! Brett, A.R.1.B.4., has 
been appointed a member of the Royal 
Fine Art Commission in place of Mr. 
E. Maxwell Fry, F.R.1.B.A., who has 
resigned. 


THE 


Mr. D. R. Hardman, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Education, 
said at the annual meeting of the 
Welsh Joint Education Committee at 
Llandrindod Wells that in the period 
between the end of the war and March 
1952 about £12 million of educational 
building would have been completed, 
or would be in the process of comple- 
tion in Wales. 


Three artists are exhibiting their 
work together in the Members’ Rooms 
at the A.A., 27 works in all. They are 
John Green, Marjorie Morrison, A.A. 
Stade Librarian and Olive Sullivan. 
The exhibition remains open until 
July 2 


The number of permanent houses 
completed in Great Britain during 
April was 15,123 compared with 16,757 
in March. 

The total number of houses completed 
under the post-war programme is now 
1,037,678 (880,532 permanent and 
157,146 temporary). 


The L.M.B.A. cricket team, cap- 
tained by Mr. G. P. Parker, is to play 
the Blue Circle Sports and Social Club 
at Snaresbrook on Friday, June 22 
The Blue Circle Club has issued a 
cordial invitation to the Council and 
Officers of the L.M.B.A. to lunch and 
tea at the Club. 





IN PARLIAMENT 


-Underground Workings 


THE Minister of Fuel and Power was 

questioned by Mr. Nabarro on 
June 4 about the effect on surface land 
of gasification of underground seams of 
coal. He said that powers to requisition 
land for this purpose had not been used 
in the experiments so far begun. Farm- 
ers and landowners concerned had been 
most co-operative in every way. The 
disturbance to agricultural land was 
small, since the top soil was neither 
displaced nor heated. If loss or damage 
should occur proper compensation 
would be paid. Mr. Baldwin asked 
what was the effect when gasification 
took place underneath dwelling houses 
and if there was any likelihood of sub- 
sidence. Mr. Noel-Baker told him that 
they had not yet had experience of that. 
As the seams so far explored were 15 in 
to 18 in. in width he thought the effect 
would be very small 


Scottish Private Building 


Mr. Steele asked the Secretary of 
State for Scotland if he would consider 
the practicability of granting building 
licences to tenants of loca! authority 
houses who wished to build houses for 
their personal occupation and so make 
additional houses available for needy 
families without any burden on public 
funds. (June 5). Mr. Fraser, the 
Under Secretary, said that the Minister 
was prepared to agree to the granting 
of building licences for new houses to 
local authority tenants where _ this 
would release a house for another 
family on the waiting list. It was pro- 
posed to tell local authorities that for 
this purpose they might issue licences 
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within the total 
already made to 
them. Mr. Fraser added in reply to 
a further question whether this would 
mean an expansion of private building 
or whether it would be done under the 
present allocation, that what 
mind was that the licences for these 
houses might be granted outside the 
restriction of one in 10 imposed for the 
categories announced some time ago 


provided they 
allocations of 


kept 
houses 


was in 


Fire Risks in Homes 

Brigadier Medilcott asked if the 
Home Secretary's attention had been 
drawn to the number of fires which had 
deaths in private dwellings in 
months, and if he would have 
inquiries made into the main causes 
of these outbreaks with a view to 
considering whether a new type of 
safety regulation is needed to lessen 
the dangers of fire in private dwellings 
(June 7.) 

Mr. De Freiras, 


caused 
recent 


the Under Secretary 
replied: | am not aware of any signi- 
ficant increase in the number of such 
fires recently; the main fires 
in private dwellings are well established ; 
they are 


causes Ol 
opel ates, electrical appara- 
tus, smoking, in that order It is my 
hope that the publicity measures which 
the Secretary of State for Scotland and 
the Home Secretary have been taking 
will reduce the number of deaths from 
this cause. I do not think that the 
subject can readily be dealt with by 
regulations, but if Brigadier Medlicott 
has any suggestions to make I shall be 
very glad to consider them 
300 Increased Allocations 
Mr Deedes (Ashford) asked 
Minister of Local nment and 
Planning what he done 
that local authorities 
that housing allocatiz 
ment depended now 
ance as well as needs 
say what instr had from 
his department to regions on this point 
Mr. Lindgren, the Parliamentary 
Secretary, stated that the Minister had 
repeatedly policy 
the House and outside, and it had been 
widely reported In 
this policy his 
already 
than 


Gove! 


had 


to ensure 

fully 

yns by his depa 

on local pertort . 
and if he would 


were 


uction gone 


Stated this both 


accordance witl 
regional officers 
allocations 


increased to more 


300 local authorities 


Steel Control 

Mr, George 
Supply, stated 
Mallalieu on 


duction of 


(gain 
Minister ol 
to Mr. J. P. W 


5 that the 
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COMIN G EVENTS 
Royal Institute British 
@Jjune 19 

Results 

ficance ol 

Furneaux Jordar 
Town Planning 
@ June 21, 

Meeting 

EXHIBITION 
@ Modern Theatre Archi 


of steel 


irchitects 
Council Election 

Architectural Signi 

Speaker R 


Annual 


General 


tecture June 
28-July > nm sx Mary's Hall, 
Coveniry. Organised by the British 
Centre of the International Theatre 
Institute Admission free 
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Newsreel 
of 
British 
Architects’ 
Conference, 


Belfast 


pictures and captions 
by 
GEORGE MANSELL 


THE activities of the British Architects’ Con- 
: The offices of the Royal Society of Ulster Architects— 
ference, Belfast, were formally reported in Headquarters of the Conference. A member of the Royal 
“Mews of the Weal” tact week's lesus. Some of Ulster Constabulary is on duty outside on the day members 
arrive. His revolver is purely ornamental these days. 
the social activities of Conference members are 
illustrated in the following pages. These include 


the Garden Party at Stormont Castle, views of 





the Tours and of the Farm and Factory Exhibition 
at Castlereagh. 


A House at Malone, designed by Henry Lynch-Robinson, The Crown Liquor Saloon—-one of Belfast's fruity Victorian 
who has ‘‘modernised’’ a number of Belfast's bars. taverns. The interior is even more arresting. Part of the 
film ‘*Odd Man Out’’ was shot here. 





to Mr. Knapp 
ground, Mr. and 
a member of the | 


Prit 


used for Gover 











Mr. and Mrs. A. B. 
Knepp Fisher. 


baeg 
ee 





Mr. Jj. L. Womersley 
(left) representing 
Northampton Borough 
and Mr. F. R. Steele 
representing West Sus- 
sex County Council. 


Sir Basil Brooke, Bt., Prime Minister of Nortt 
Ireland (right), with Mr. R. H. Gibson, Pres 
of the Royal Society of Ulster Architects. Below, 
James M. Aitken, Chief Architect to the 
iistry of Health and Local Government, North- 
ern Ireland, Convener of the Conference and 
Vice-President R.S.U.A 


Mr. Martin S. Briggs 
(with pipe), Hon. Sec. 
R.1.B.A., and Mr. John 
MacGeagh, architect 
for Whitla Hall, 
Queen’s University. 


Mr. G. P. Bell (left), 
Design Group, F.O.B. 
Architecture Exhibition. 
Mr. E. D. Taylor, Sec- 
retary to the Conference 
Committee, R.S.U.A. 





THE ARCHITECT 
News ine 15, 1951 


Viewed on the extreme left is 
the East window of Downpatrick 
Cathedral which dates from the 
Norman, John De Courcy , 
Cathedral was restored 
perpendicular style 
constructed in | 

slate. in the nic 

window are the original effigies 
of St. Patrick, St. Brigid and 
St. Columba, much ce 


br ( 


age Cn 

of Ulster 

Captain Crozier, R.N who 
credited with the discovery 
the North West Passage 
born in Banbridge. His astor 
ng monument decked 

flags for the Royal v 

on page 696 


The party stopped at Downpatrick 
way to the Mountains of Mourne. Her 
round the large slab of Mourne grar 
spot in the Downpatrick Cathedra 
St. Patrick is supposed to have been 
The Cathedral has a simple 
washed interior. Some fine 
appeared to be the only remains 


building. The Norman font is 


local farm where it was used 
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of t.30¢@ t.0873 


Antrim Coast Road. Gate posts: typical Ulster countryside 


Mr. Knapp Fisher sketching The Mountains of Mourne run Silent Valley Reservoir— 


Mourne country—or lepre- down to the sea—at New- Mountains of Mourne. 
chauns ? castle 


The Antrim Coast Road has been compared favourably 
with the Corniche Road, South of France. Certainly it 
looked heavenly during our visit. Carrickfergus Castle 
faces on to Belfast Lough on the road to Larne and the 
Coast Road. The Castle dates from John de Courcy, 
the first Norman invader of Ulster, or his successor, 
De Lacy. It is possibly one of the oldest Castles to be 
used almost up to modern times, as may be seen from 
the cannons in the accompanying picture. Conference 
members are having a look round. The name Carrick- 
fergus means Rock of Fergus—the Fergus who took the 
Stone of Destiny to Scotland from Ireland 
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Farm and Factory 
Exhibition 


On the day after the Royal visit, Conference 
members visited the Farm and Factory Exhibition 
at Castlereagh. This is a small but excellent 
Exhibition covering about 6 acres and telling the 
story of Northern Ireland's Farm and Factory 
activities. 


Above: Conference members are te 
the Exhibition. Inset: William M. De M 
ordinating Designer. Below: Hillfoot 
about lunch-time. William De Majo 
Veronica entertain some of their staff 
Exhibition officials. My Guinness has 

Left: At the Brick Bar. Exhibition Ar 


Lynch-Robinson (left) and James 
have half-a-pint with Tommy Ful 
Foreman for the Farm buildings 
General Contractor's Foreman fi 
building works as a whole, 


CO-ORDINATING DESIGNER AND CHIEF 

DESIGNER: W. M. DE MAJO 

OUTDOOR DISPLAY DESIGNERS = : UN 

General Layout Scheme: W. M. De 
Majo, L. Bramberg and H. Lynch- 
Robinson. 

Landscaping: H. Lynch-Robinson. 

Festival Spire, Decorative Treatment 
of Factory Building, Fencing, Sum- 
merhouse, Directional Signs: W. M. 
De Majo and L. Bramberg. 

Wood and Metal Garden Benches: 
W. M. De Majo. 

Architect for 1851 Farm, Farm House 
and ‘‘Farm of the Future,’’ Band- 
stand, Playcentre, Hillfoot Restaur- 
ant, Festival Bar and Brick Bar: 
H. Lynch-Robinson. 

Factory for Ministry of Commerce, 
main exhibition building. Architects: 
R.'Ferguson and S. Mcllveen. 

Interior Furnishing Scheme of Hillfoot 
Restaurant and Festival Bar: W. M. 
De Majo and H. Lynch-Robinson. 

Mobile in Main Pond: Veronica De 
Majo. 

Statue of ‘‘The Gleaner’ 
garden: John Knox. 





in sunken 





THE ARCHITECT and Building News, June 


Views of the Farm and Factory Exhibition 

at Castlereagh, reading downwards :— 

The Bandstand, with red and white striped canvas Farm of the Future with the Summer House in the 
roof foreground 

Hillfoot Restaurant 

Farm of the Future: statue of “The Gleaner’’ in 
foreground The 1851 Ulster farmstead 


Farmhouse of the Future 
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Finaghy Housing Scheme (Northern Ireland Housing Trust). 
Architects: R. H. Gibson & E. D. Taylor. 


Cogegs Housing Scheme (Northern Ireland Housing Trust). Architect: 
T. $. O. Rippingham, Chief Architect, Dept. of, Works, Ministry of 
Finance, Government of Northern Ireland. 


Belfast Housing Schemes 


The Northern Ireland Housing Trust builds about one-third of the total housing in Ulster at a rate of 2,000 houses 

annum. The Finaghy Estate has an open space of 6 acres in the centre. The Cregagh Estate won a M 

Health and Local Government award for the best housing estate in Northern Ireland. The estate has 

of open ground in the centre. Both schemes were visited by members of the Conference. Below, left, is 

view of the Finaghy Estate, the houses are built of ‘‘no fines’’ concrete. Right, are houses for disabled service 
architect: L. C. Powell : 





THE ARCHITECT and Building News 


June 


Diary of the A.A. Tour of N. Italy 
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zt 
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\ DAY-BY-DAY account of the recent tour of Northern 
é taly undertaken by some twenty — ers of the 
Architectural Association conducted by Mr. S. F. T. Cusdin, 
the President, and his wife, and Mr. H. J. W. Alexander, 
the Secretary. 1,000 miles were covered by coach in 15 days, 
the route being as follows: Milan, Genoa, Rapallo, Lerici, 
Pisa, Volterra, San Gimignano, Siena, Poggibonsi, Florence, 
Bologna, Ravenna, Padua, Venice, Vicenza, Castelli di 
Montecchio, Verona, Fasano on Lake Garda, Bergamo, 
Como, Milan. It was the first visit to Italy of nearly 
everyone in the party. 


Lecco, 


MILAN, GENOA, May 9. H. J. W. Alexander is the best 
possible organiser—unruffled, cheerful, knows all the answers, 
and really seems to enjoy his role of paterfamilias. Here we 
were in Milan station about mid-day with, to our delight, 
Enrico Peressuti to meet us, and a C.1.T. (the Italian travel 
agency) man, and the large red motor coach which was to 
accompany us throughout our tour. It had been a long 
from London, with an unmentionable Channel 
So we were eager to be on our way. But there was 
first the registered luggage and customs to be dealt with and 
nuch consequent Italian argument and delay. We just sat 
n the coach and waited: Alexander coped, though hunger 
gnawed. Peressuti insisted on first taking us for a drive 
round the town, and a rapid preview of the Triennale (shades 
of South Bank 11th hour !). But eventually at the “*7Zantalo,” 
a restaurant near the Duomo (cathedral), we partook of 
risotto and wild strawberries and other such excellent fare. 

The road to Genoa (Genova) over the endless Lombardy 
plain with its paddy fields and vines is dull; the Tuscan hills 
that follow are a welcome change. It was here that we met 
our first autostrade (a bypass road on which you pay toll), 
a fine piece of engineering that includes 14 or more long 
tunnels through the mountain side. 

Genoa: Italy’s largest port, and its fifth largest city. 
fortunately we had not any time to visit its old places and 
squares. The quick drive in before dinner, and a leisurely 
stroll afterwards revealed a colourful town, crowded up the 
steep hills, buildings rising turtle-like on top of each other. 
Our hotel, the Corvetto Plaza, was the opposite end of the 
town from the harbour and the ancient quarter with its dingy 
narrow streets and irregular houses. 

The Italians were preparing for municipal elections; and 
in the streets that night we saw crowds of young men hanging 
around arguing in groups. They paste political billposters all 
over the outsides of public buildings, up the columns and 
everywhere, in a festive way. 
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THE RrvrerRA, Lerict, Pisa. May 10. 

To-day’s scenery was indescribably beautiful. We diove 
along the Via Aurelia, a mountain road that traces the eastern 
passing through such famous spots as Rapallo, S. 
Margherita, Portofino. Picturesque hamlets, villages, towns, 
all with their tall, narrow, brightly coloured build- 
ings clinging to the hillside (why did nobody ever tell me 
that the Italians paint architectural and decorative motifs on 

*ir external walls !); fleshy cactuses by the wayside; slender 
olive trees interspersed with fig trees and trailing 
vines and palms, and here and there, a eucalyptus; in Rapallo, 
orange trees in fruit lining each side of the main street. 
Summer flowers reminded us of the good weather Italy must 
have been having until we brought our English rain. The 
Italian, rich or poor, by the sea or inland, on bicycle, car, 
carriage, tractor, or just walking, uses a large green umbrella. 

Lerici was our lunchtime goal, and the “Shelley e le 
Palme” the modern, glass-fronted restaurant from which we 
could gaze at this picturesque normally-popular seaside 
resort, at present deserted. 

After an all afternoon drive across a wide plain, distantly 
dominated by the Apuanian Alps, with the road lined on 
both sides, as everywhere in Italy, by large free-standing 
advertisements, we reached Pisa in the pouring rain, and 
settled down for the evening in the Albergo dei Cavalieri, a 
new and luxurious hotel opposite the station. 
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Pisa, VOLTERRA, SAN GIMIGNANO, SIENA. May II. 

The leaning tower and Duomo and baptistery are dazzling 
white in the sunshine; one must examine them through sun- 
glasses. Our C.1.T. guide explained the constructional intri- 
cacies of the fabulous tower, and sang the praises of Pisano’s 
sculpture; but there is not much else to get excited about in 
Pisa. So on to the road once more, plains and hills, serpen- 
tining endlessly. Miles from anywhere and 1,800 feet up, 
we came upon Volterra, the loftiest of the Tuscan hill cities, 
with steep, narrow, paved streets decked with washing, and 
bestraddled by old Etruscan gateways and arches, culminating 
in a principal square surrounded by austere towers and 13th 
century Gothic buildings. 

At San Gimignano, an equally remote hill town 1,100 feet 
up, we had our first properly Italian meal complete with pasti. 
(In the big hotels only cosmopolitan food is served to tourists, 
under the mistaken impression that they would not take to 
the native cuisine.) San Gimignano' is famous for its 13 
medieval towers (survivors out of the original 72 fortresses 
and bastions of its one-time rival factions) and its perfectly 
preserved medieval character. The town charms visitors 
with its quiet, steep winding streets, and its main square with 
the 14th century town hall and seven of the towers. 

It was but a short drive from here to Siena in time for 
dinner at the Albergo Continentale. 


SIENA, POGGIBONSI, FLORENCE. May 12. 

Whichever way you look in Siena, there is a ready-made 
subject for camera or sketch-book. Narrow paved streets 
with no sidewalks, and cars or motor-scooters hooting and 
tearing through the crowds—at first a hair-raising state of 
affairs, and those of us with cars vowed never to bring one to 
Italy. Streets and squares are crowded with men, presumably 
doing business out of doors as is the Italian custom. We 
roamed entrance; sat on the Campo, the famous “‘square™ 
where the palio (a traditional horse race) is run every July in 
the shadow of the tall campanile; visited the white marble 
Duomo group of buildings and the Buonsignori palace with 
its fine collection of paintings of the Sienese school. 

Lunch at Poggibonsi, at the Ristorante il Sole, and then a 
visit to Signor Mario Piccini’s chianti bottling factory. 

In Florence we stayed at the Majestic Hotel near Prof. 
Michelucci’s modern Stazione Municipale. What a lively, 
gay, mad town this was this Whitsuntide. It irresistibly 
tunes you up several keys. We arrived on the matriculation 
day of prospective university students, an annual occasion 
for great rejoicing. Everywhere there were large, excitable, 
well-built young men and women wearing brightly-coloured 
felt hats with a long peak in front—different colours to 
denote the various faculties—hung all over with feathers and 
charms and jingling ornaments. Throngs of strollers made 
hurrying impossible, especially near the Piazza della Signoria, 
outside the Palazzo Vecchio, where great preparations were 
in progress for the next day’s “football” game in 16th century 
costume (another long-standing annual event). On the 
Ponte Vecchio, where jewellers’ shops line both sides, traffic 
and crowds intermingle. How alive history of architecture 
becomes when seen in such a setting! The Pitti, Uffrizi, 
Strozzi, and Vecchio palaces and S. Maria dei Fiore, the 
Duomo—so familiar on paper, now part of this scene of 
activity. Under Renaissance arches or loggia, gaily-coloured 
basket-ware, jewellery, and exquisite leather craft are set out 
to tempt the tourist. At night you sip your camparis or 
stregas in the open in the Piazza della Republica listening to 
Puccini and zambas by turn. Everywhere students, fanci- 
fully attired, collecting money for their fares to the next town, 
or trying to gate-crash the evening dress reception in the 
Palazzo Vecchio. 

May 13. 

The architects, Professor Michelucci, Franco Carpanelli 
and Giorgio Bazzato, accompanied by his beautiful wife, 
were our guides to-day and entertained us to the sort of 
cultural feast that you expect of Florence. Again that feeling 

The Italian Government in 1928 declared it a National 
Monument, 





L—R; SIENA: Steps from the main street into the ‘Campo’. 
colleagues. 


the whole set against a vivid blue sky. 


FLORENCE: The banks of the Arno and the Ponte Vecchio 
seen from the entrance to the Uffizzi Galleries. 


of reverence for history in the flesh, with Giotto campanile 
and frescoes, Michelangelo and Donatello sculpture, Della 
Robbia terracottas, Brunelleschi and Peruzzi architecture: 
13th century Santa Maria della Novella, San Lorenzo, the 
Bargello museum (Palazzo del Podesta), S. Croce, the chapel 
dei Pazzi (Brunelleschi’s gem), San Miniato, San Salvatore. 
A high spot was our visit to the Duomo which coincided with 
the arrival of the Cardinal of Florence, Elio della Costa, to 
conduct High Mass. The music and singing and colourful 
emotive ritual held us spellbound. 

Later we gazed down on Florence from the Piazza Michel- 
angelo, and from S. Miniato, an 11th century polychrome 
church still higher on the same hill; and lastly from Fiesole, 
a tourist-ridden small hill city on the other side of the valley, 
with a Roman theatre which we did not succeed in locating. 


May 14. 

More history in the flesh: the Palazzo Strozzi (now the 
public library); the 15th century Gothic church of Orsan- 
michele; the 14th century Palazzo Vecchio, the renowned home 
of the Medici, richly redecorated by Vasari and complete with 
secret passages, “‘oubliettes”, the first “bank ” in Europe, and 
a wardrobe-room with maps painted on all the doors (to 
help the children’s geography, they say)—painted in 1568, 
yet including even W. Africa and the Caribbean. The 
Palazzo Pitti is not far off, and we rested our weary legs in its 
terraced Boboli gardens. Disappointing gardens these, 
neglected and lacking in celour. 

ain in the afternoon compelled a visit to the Uffrizzi 
Galleries to see the Botticelli. paintings. Later Prof. Michel- 
ucci outlined his plan for Florence and its industrial neigh- 
bour, Prato. 
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This corner seems to be a popular meeting place for | 
SAN GIMIGNANO: White Tuscan oxen in the square. 
of orange and yellow chairs and tables, the sugary and exotic Basilica of S. Marco, the pink and white 


PADUA goes modern. VENICE: The busy fi 


Doge's 


BOLOGNA, RAVENNA. May 15 


The road to Bologna lies over the Apet 
cuts through a 12-mile tunnel) through the | 
Abetone, and a landscape that might be Snowdonia 

We were officially received at the University Facult 
Engineering by the Dean and Professor Michelucci, Ca 
panelli, Bazzato and others of the teaching staff Th he Sch 
of Architecture for the district is in Florence; the Engin 
Faculty covers civil engineering and town planni 
hydraulic engineering, and transport. (There is a simila 
arrangement in Padua and Venice, the School of architecture 
being in Venice, though the University is at Padua.) 

Bologna is the seat of good Italian cooking; the Pa; 
its best restaurant; and Signora Bazzato after en ter ta 
to drinks at her flat, supervised the menu which 
offered there. After pasta lasagne (green 
nishing and sauce), we had cotoletta de 
ciutto tartufi (turkey and ham and truffles 
vol au vent of peas), followed by lemon ice-crean 
gave way to lambrusco a slightly gaseous local rec 

Quite a string of people (British Council and Italiar 
tects) accompanied us on our afternoon tour of this fascin 
medieval brick-built town that boasts two leaning tow 
its own, and mile upon mile of shopping arcades al 
sides of the streets. We visited the basilica of San Stefi 
its curious mixture of medieval styles dating back t 
century; S. Petronio (13th century), originally 
the world’s largest church; San Domenic 
gracious colourful church housing the tomt 
the Palazzo de Bevilacqua (\6th century) , 
ing with a beautiful inner courtyard; and 
Francesco (13th century), badly damaged di 
already almost completely restored 

Our hotel that night was the Albergo San Mar 
Ravenna, about an hour’s ride from Bologna 
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RAVENNA, PADUA, VENICE. May 16 


Ravenna looks quite a simple, ordinary 
yet preserves in it gems dating from the 
probably the most beautiful mosaics this side of 
nople. The church of San Vitale and the nearby 
Galla Placidia are unforgettable: the former, a circular 
built under the rule of the Emperor Justinian; the latter 
the vaulted resting-place of the wife and mother of Caesars 
The mosaics, lapis, cornelian, gold, are irridescent in the sof 
light that filters through the warm yellow alabaster windows 

Padua, 100 kilometeres away across the Romania, one of 
Italy’s many plains, is a university town with arcaded str 
like Bologna. But as a result of the excellent meal which we 
consumed at the Ristorante Scorione, plus the incompreher 
sibility of our doddering C.1.T. guide, plus our ge t 
reach Venice—none of us iearned very much about Padua 
It is a sizeable town with plenty of new building ur nder way 
We went into the Byzantine basilica of San Antonio, t 
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L R. VENICE 
foundations. 


Santa Maria della Salute framed by the arches of the Doge’s Palace. 
Elm piles about 30 feet Jong are used with a beam foundation across the top. 


Under pinning collapsing 
Every * rio’ in 


Venice has to be dredged about once every three years to remove the silt and keep the waters moving. 


burial place of the saint, and into the chapel of Giotto, where 
we paid due reverence to the Master. 

Sean O’Faolain? tells us that “Venice unseats the reason,” 
Yes, indeed ! It is the most beautiful, unreal city that I 
ever hope to see. When you are in it, you cannot believe 
that the outside world exists; when you leave it, it remains a 
dream, a magic world. At first, when you arrive at the end 
of the causeway linking it to the mainland, and you embark, 
complete with luggage, in a gundola and are rowed up the 


FLORENCE- A couple of unusually bored looking 
Florentive students wearing the traditional decorated 
hats during the matriculation fiesta. 


Grand Canal to your hotel (the Luna in our case), it all seems 
much as you expected; you are holding your breath anyway, 
in anticipation. But when, later, you emerge into the night 
and, going through an arcade, you find yourself in the 
enormous flood-lit Piazzo San Marco—then, whether or not 
you have been hearing the beauties of Venice extolled all 
your life, you cry out with joy and wonder. There confronting 
you is the Basilica San Marco, so much more sugary and 
voluptuous than you had ever imagined; the rebuilt cam- 
panile, so much higher; the contrast and affinity between the 
two, so much stronger; the lacy Doge’s Palace peeping 
through, so much paler pink; and round the corner, the 
lagoon so much wider; the scale of the unevenly lit piazza so 
great. 

May 17. 

No sight-seeing to-day. A day of idling in the sun, feeling 
Venice seep in through the pores; of sipping in cafes, whether 
on the “front’’ of the lagoon, or the Piazza San Marco, or the 
Rialto; of being rowed on the Canal and narrow rios, or 
taking trips on the vaporetti or motoscafi, the Venetian 
motorised waterbuses, to Santa Maria della Salute or San 
Giorgio Maggiore or the Lido or the Fondamente Nuovo. 

The city, built on over 100 islands, is cut by the Grand 
Canal (the Rialto bridge spans the Canal about midway), 
off which little canals, or rios, branch at right angles, sand- 
wiched between tall, washing-draped buildings. In the 
narrow streets, or calles, where you can often touch both 
sides at once, there are excellent shops and restaurants. 
May 18. 

In Venice there is a School of Architecture under the 
direction of Prof. Samona. Prof. Mrs. Egle Trincanato’, 
who works under him, and Andrea Vianello were our guides 
to-day, assisted by Mrs. Angelo Piotto from the British 
Council. It was as well, for we should never have found our 
way on our 3-hours walk through the rabbit warren of back 
streets, endlessly in and out of buildings and along calles and 
over stepped bridges, until our knees gave way; ending up 
at a civic reception. We visited the churches of Santa Maria 
Formosa (16th century). S. Giovanni e Paolo (Sth century 
Venetian Gothic), Lombardi’s S. Maria dei Miracoli, and 
S. Giovanni Grisostomo ; also some palazzi with delightful 
inner courtyards; and the incomparable Ca’ D'Oro on the 
Grand Canal. En passant we raised our hats to Marco Polo’s 
house in the Corte Seconda del Milion. 

After lunch a motorboat was put at our disposal to visit 
the islands of Murano (where the ancient and celebrated art 


2Summer in Italy by Sean O'Faolain. Eyre & Spottiswoode. 


3 Author of the recently published book Venezia Minore, 
Serenissima & Zanco. 
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of glass-making still flourishes, watched by tourists like 
ourselves) and Torcello. Torcello, a lovely practically un- 
inhabited island, once the political centre of the lagoon before 
Venice arose, boasts two empty churches, Santa Maria 
Assunta and Santa Fosca, and a pleasant restaurant, the 
Locanda, run by the enterprising owner of fashionable 
Harry's Bar on the Grand Canal. In Santa Maria there is a 
vast and wonderful mosaic of the Last Judgment over the 
west entrance. 


May 19. 

A general slowing down of our tempo was perceptible, 
though valiant efforts were still being made to visit the places 
of interest. To Loughena’s Santa Maria della Salute, proudly 
sitting by the Grand Canal; to the top of the Campanile or 
the Piazza San Marco, with Venice and the surrounding 


CASTELL! DI MONTECCHIO: view from the top of the Monta- 
gue’s Castle, with the Capulet’s home on the neighbouring 
hill. 


peer 


Above: Italian Alpine war veterans sing for us in Juliet’s 
castle. Below: MILAN: block of flats by the late archi- 
tect Terragni, built in the ‘30s. The pink rendering 


and white marble have weathered very badly. 
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tains and lined with cypresses and orang rees and exotic 
shrubs of varied hue and scent. Lz the light 
of the full moon huge moths and fireflies disported mselves. 
BERGAMO, Lecco, CoMo, MILAN 

The road to Bergamo, through Brescia, crosses the wide 
Lombardy plain with, to the north, the misty-blue snow- 
capped Alps looking, to-day, like a Japan print The 
variety of ways of growing vines in is intriguing—as 
fences to the fields, or over stakes protru m tree trunks 
or along overhead frames making chang patterns like 
the Kentish hops each district seems to have its own par- 
ticular method 

Bergamo is built in two sections: the modern part, a size- 
able industrial and commercial city, lies in the plain; the old 
part, a quiet backwater, is built on a hill, enclosing within 
high Venetian stone walls, the local monuments which include 
a 14th century baptistery and later cathedral, and the medieval 
church of S. Maria Maggiore During our lunch at the 
Grand Hotel Moderno in the lower town, we received a phone 
message from Milan to say that we were expected at a British 
Institute cocktail party at 6.30 No more time to linger. 
Our road lay through Lecco, on the shores of the enchanting 
Lake Como, and Como itself where we stopped to cool off 
with a drink and a row on the lake 

Milan is a large cosmopolitan town with wide clean streets. 
We made the world-famous Duomo our focus, the hotel 
(Albergo Rosa, of doubttul reputation) being nearby. Taking 
leave of our great red coach and its delightful ing driver, 
Aroldo, who had been our constant companion and mascot, 
made us feel very near the end of the journey 

At the British Institute (No. 10 via Alessandro Manzoni) 
we were the guests of the British Council representative, 
Mr. Cardiff, and the Vice Consul, Mr. Alexander. We met 
again Enrico Peressuti and Francesco Gnecc!l and the 
Italian architects Lapis and Magestretti, and were escorted 
by them to the Triennale. It is a large exhibit and, like 
our South Bank, cannot possibly be absorbed in a couple of 
hours But we saw enough to be impressed the very 
high standard of design in the Italian sections and most of 
the foreign ones. Only the English exhibit disgusted us—a 
town planning model and some photos he Foreign Office 
and British Council really should see tt something 
better is done than this. 
May 22. 

4 dash round the town to look for good moc 
but with, for opening gambit 
Supper 


n building 
the Duon da Vinci's “*Last 
*; (Cenocolo Vinciano in the refectory of Santa Maria 
delle Grazie) and the basilica of S. Ambrogi At the cemetery, 
the much published war memorial by Rogers, Peressuti and 
Belgiojoso is much smaller than photos give one to under- 
stand and the inevitable R.C. wreaths and texts make a mock- 
ery of it 
Good modern architecture, surprisingly, is not 
Milan as we had thought. Terragni 
flats contemporary with Highpoint, has 
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War Memorial in Milan by Rogers, Peressuti and 
Belgioioso. Purism and human nature do not necessarily 
mix. 


Gio Ponti’s new Montecatini offices (Italy's 1.C.1.) in grey 
marble and aluminium are coldly efficient; Ramboli’s 
luxurious Palace Hotel (recently illustrated in “*Domus” and 
the “Forum”) is let down by the inferior standard of fur- 
nishings and detail; the Arlecchino cinema is charming but of 
slight importance. 

Milan was a good place to end this over-stimulating trip 
of ours. It even seemed to propel us to the station that 
afternoon and to hasten our farewells. 


Ma—dobbiamo ritornare ! M. P. 





FURTHER THOUGHTS 
( yN May 18 and 19 agchitectura 
teachers of what might loosely be 


termed the northern region held another 
conference on architectural education night's 


ON 


Moor. 


Ilkley 


pre-breakfast climb on to the 
This was a particular 
achievement in view of the previous 
unofficial part of the conference 


ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 


in a respectable profession ! And after 
we have done it, we are told by the 


members of that respectable profession 
that the results of this education are 


Mr. E. E. Pullee, A.R.c.A., Principal of 
Leeds College of Art, in the chair 


This, however, was a conference with 


a difference. Instead of being held 
the dismal surroundings of dra 
boards and T-squares or the 
atmosphere of the R.I1.B.A 
chamber, the meeting place 
Ilkley Moor Hotel at Ilkley, 
Yorkshire Moors, in compliance with 
Mr. Eden’s conception of conferences 
“not to confer, but to enjoy.” 
However it proved to be full of con- 
ferring after all and, although no less 
enjoyable, we would have seen .ittle 
else but the spacious Victorian interio 
of the Ilkley Moor Hotel had it not been 
for the zeal of one of the younger mem- 
bers from Leicester, who managed to 
drag some of us out of bed at 6.30 a.m 


he never-closing bar of the Hotel. 
s was a conference with a difference 
ny ways. It was the least factual 
as it tried to get at the funda- 
s of education rather than at the 
treatment of individual subjects. It 
tried to epitomize the difference between 
educating and training. It seems we 
have a lot of training these days and 
little education ! The schools of archi- 
tecture still seem to have to do the job 
of the Secondary Schools, or are we 
recruiting the wrong type of student ? 
That notorious type referred to in my 
previous notes, who comes from the 
ni-detached villa, who has neither 
aste nor culture, who has been brought 
up to think that all that matters is to pass 
many examinations as possible in 
ler to get, as quickly as possible, a job 


quite useless and are not equipped to 
give their money's worth in an office ! 

1 think the faults lie deeper than this. 
It is our continued inability to understand 
and acknowledge our own age. The 
old adage of saying that all ages have 
been ages of transition and ours there- 
fore is no different does not hold good 
this time. This age and what it prom- 
ises I believe is more different from the 
last 3,000 years than any previous ages 
have differed from each other. Can 
there be a better illustration to this 
than one of the recent issues of the 
Architect and Building News showing 
Vinceat Harris’ new City Hall for Leeds 
on oné page and the Skylon on another, 
both the products of practically the 
same generation, by men, who both 
call themselves architects, but there are 
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3,000 years between the two. The gap 
between Stonehenge and Leeds Hall is 
smaller than between this and the 
Skylon ! 

is the small boy or young man who 
gets a genuine thrill out of a vintage 
Lagonda not much closer to where 
architecture is going that the learned 
connoisseur ? 

Let us acknowledge our age at last, 
put into practice what has been preached 
ever since 1851, preaching which by and 
large has fallen on deaf ears. If we do 
this then perhaps we will get the student 
who is so prepared that our teaching 
will be easy and rewarding, when we 
need no longer strive to infuse en- 
thusiasm for a “culture” that is too 
remote to be natural and too alien to 
be experienced as anything other than 
an acquired taste ! 

All this of course is not new. Most of 
us at this conference were introduced 
for the first time to the programme of 
the first Board of Architectural Educa- 
tion at the R.1.B.A. formulated in 1904, 
through a fascinating talk by Brandon- 
Jones. Actually his was the third, 
paper, after chicken lunch, No. 1. The 
report on this first Board of Architect- 
tural Education is available at the 
R.1.B.A. and should be read by every- 
body interested in architectural educa- 
tion. 

These were the members of that 
Board: 

John Belcher, A.R.A. 

Reginald Blomfield, A.k.A. (Hon. Sec.) 

Basil Champneys (Vice-Chairman) | 

E. Guy Dawber 

Ernest George. 

Alexander Graham 

Henry T. Hare 

T. G. Jackson, R.A. 

Professor W. R. Lethaby 

Mervyn Macartney 

Professor Beresford Pite 

E. S. Prior 

Halsey Ricardo 

Professor F. M. Simpson 

John Slater (Hon. Sec.) 

Leonard Stokes. 

Sir Aston Webb, R.A. (Chairman). 

Professor Reilly was one of the 
advisory members. Here are some 
points of this report: 

The syllabuses at the Schools should 
be uniform and governed by the prin- 
ciples that “construction was the basis 
of architecture and architecture was the 
interpretation of construction into forms 
of aesthetic significance.” Lethaby’s 
original draft contained the word 
Beauty, but its substitution by ‘‘aes- 
‘thetic significance’ was perhaps the 
first sign of a less full-blooded accept- 
ance of this fine dogma! The student 
should be trained to use his brain in 
dealing with building, as opposed to 
the archaeological method. 

This attack on the “archaeological” 
method seems to be the leading motif 
of the report. 

‘He should be introduced to forms of 
proved efficiency, that is, to examples of 
architectural form which illustrate the 
solution of a specific building problem 
in the past in any form of architecture, 
classical, medieval or other. It should 
be explained that legitimate architec- 
tural form is a result of application of 
the intelligence to actual and specific 
problems.” 

Further “It is recommended that the 
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aim of the drawing taught in an archi- 
tectural school should enable the student 
to put his ideas on paper, freely and 
accurately, but without regard to tech- 
nically accomplished draughtsmanship.”’ 

Here, Brandon-Jones pointed out, one 
must of course remember that people 
like Lethaby were excellent draughts- 
men themselves. 

“The student should not concentrate 
so much his attention on paperwork . . 
“His attention should early be diverted 
to the study of abstract forms as ful- 
filling a definite function.” 

Freehand drawing and sketching 
should be encouraged. Design should 
be based on problems emphasizing the 
best possible use of materials and con- 
struction for a given purpose and “direct 
copy of known examples and deliberate 
attempts to reproduce specific phases of 
historic styles should be discouraged.” 

And after 47 years we are still debat- 
ing the Orders ! 

Coming back to the beginning of the 
conference, Mr. Eden, who had organ- 
ised it gave an introductory paper on 
the “Idea of a School of Architecture.” 
An idea in the Platonic sense. Quoting 
from his beloved Vitruvius he said: 
“Art is composed of two things, 
Practice and Theory.” ‘Practice’ in 
this sense is experience, and ‘Theory is 
shared with educated persons.” And 
it is the “Theory” only which in Mr. 
Eden’s opinion the school can impart, 
not the practice. But as theory can 
only develop in contact with other minds 
the society of an office is too limited and 
sq the need for schools arose about 50 
years ago to provide the “‘theory.”” And 
the entrant to the school must be the 
man who is aware of all the best, so 
his mind must be trained in the under- 
standing of languages, the thinking in 
words, ““Grammar, Rhetoric, Logic and 
the art of calculation, Arithmetic. 
Astronomy and Music.” 

This in modern language simply 
means University entry standard. So 
prepared, what then can he get at a 
school of architecture? “The thing 
that does not change.”” The thing that 
is not affected by the invention of a new 
thing. 

And quoting John Lock: “Content 
yourselves not from those borrowed 
lights.” In other words, study originals, 
and not from photographs at funny 
angles. “‘Theory of Structure,” Mr. 
Eden says, at one time the only theory 
of architecture, due to our laziness we 
have allowed to slip into another pro- 
fession. Of practice there should be 
only one sort, that of drawing. And to 
end his discourse he quoted Plato’s 
reply to where he could find his idea! 
city. “It would be the City that 
deviated least from its likeness.” 

The discussion centred mostly round 
the validity of some of Mr. Eden’s 
contentions particularly when referring 
to Vitruvius and Alberti in the light of 
present day needs in a society that has 
changed so much from that of Alberti’s. 

This paper gave the key-note to the 
whole tenor of the conference and | 
feel we are on common ground with 
Mr. Eden and the 1904 report where 
we speak of “theory of structure”, if 
we take it in its widest sense as the 
theory of construction, and we are 
certainly on common ground where we 
ask for the high standard of entrance 
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qualification, only where my cor 
clusions would differ is on the question 
of “theory” and “practice” 

The student so well prepared in mind 
would require little of that “‘theory” 
on which we have to concentrate so 
much to-day, in other words good taste 
and that much maligned “culture” 
could be taken for granted and the 
“ideal” school could go on with the 
job of “practice’ 

And first and foremost we might get 
the student who realizes that archi- 
tecture is a creative art. If schools only 
treated art not as a matter of mere 
drawing, if they would be able to convey 
to the more mature pupil a sense of the 
culture of our age, of the beauty that 
is not confined to the Middle Ages 
and to the Classics but also included 
the “‘Lagonda” the Jet Plane, the 
sailing yachts, or the Skylon! 

Professor Budden gave the second 
paper in a lively description of the 
Liverpool School, of particular interest 
in view of the preceding as it shows in 
one long continuous story the struggle 
for the best form of architectural 
education which is still going on; and 
I can only pick out a few of the many 
interesting landmarks* 

The Roscoe Chair of Art was founded 
in 1881, endowed by the citizens of 
Liverpool in memory of a great con- 
noisseur and art collector of the 18th 
century. Liverpool University was then 
a College of the Victoria University of 
Manchester. The first holder of the 
Chair was Mr. Martin, later Lord 
Conway of Allington, the second, 

. A. M. Stephenson, a cousin of 
R. L. S. The Chair was for occasional 
art lectures only. During a hiatus the 
Liverpool Society of Architects suc 
ceeded in creating a Board of Archi 
tecture and applied arts, containing a 
general art course and evening classes 
and a two year day-course in architec 
ture leading to a certificate. The title 
of the school was “School of Architec 
ture and Applied Art.’ 

In 1894 F. M. Simpson was ay 
first Professor of Architectur 
Liverpool thereby became the 
University school of architecture 
of the most members 
art staff in those days Augustus 
John. Of 50 students of that first 
session there was one architect. Fr 
1899 to 1900 the number 
architects out of a total of 175 
students. 

Simpson was Often overshadowed by 
his successor Reilly 
ment took place 1 « 
office. 1900 saw the establishment of a 
degree of B.A. with Honours 
architecture and in 1902 bot! 
and certificate course were recognized 
by the R.I.B.A. for Intermediate. 1902 
also saw the removal of the art section 
to the Municipal College of Art which 
was a great the University 
In 1903 the University of Liverpool 
was established The curriculum con 
sisted of historical studies concentrating 
on Greek and Gothic and studio design, 
where 
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in medieval and secular 
the classical style. 

The whole happened at a 
leisurely tempo. 

Of the students of that period Lionel 
Pearson is still going strong. 

1904 brought the appointment of 
Professor Reilly and a period of rapid 
expansion and development followed. 
A new introduction was a four year 
Diploma Course with the two last 
years in evening classes and office 
(based on Board of Architectural Edu- 
cation Report?). 

Abercrombie was a member of the 
the staff engaged on teaching medieval 
history and construction. The teaching 
went through all the periods, from 
English Free Renaissance to American 
Eclecticism and F. L. Wright. In 1909 
the Department of Civic Design was 
founded endowed by Mr., later Lord 
Leverhulme, S. D. Adshead being first 
lecturer in charge and L. P. Aber- 
crombie the first Research Fellow, 
which in 1912 became the Leverhulme 
Chair of Civic Design and its holder 
was S. D. Adshead. 

There was an Ordinary Degree and 
a Honours Degree in Design and 
Construction. This specialization was 
later abolished and specialization allo- 
cated to post-graduate work. 

The teaching went through the 
‘““monumental” phase and studies con- 
sisting of historic ones, the Orders, 
Composition and measured work were 
keenly supported by the students who 
saw in it a means of acquiring a voca- 
bulary, a grammar and syntax of styles 
to be applied and developed. 

Charles Reilly retired in 1933. 

Professor Budden treated us in his 
paper to a delightful account of the 
colourful and often roguish Reilly- 
regime. 

He told us 
criticism of 
Emperor’s Bed” should be “like a 
battlefield!’ and other sketch-designs 
went through whole phases, Dungeons, 
Condemned Cells, Traitor’s Gate, “the 
morbid series No. 5.” 

The next period under Budden saw 
a development towards construction, 
working drawings which are still of 
impressive comprehensiveness and the 
abolition of a separate Ordinary and 
Honours Course. This was interesting 
educationally because it enabled the 
late developer to obtain an Honours 
Degree as “late development is common 
among architectural students.” 

The Polish school had a very bene- 
ficial influence and Professor Budden 
had been particularly impressed by the 
high standard in Mathematics of all 
the Polish students. “There must be 
something seriously wrong with English 
teaching of maths”. 

Here we go again! 

The same theme, namely the differ- 
ence between “Training and Education” 
was stressed by a subsequent paper by 
Professor Evans, Professor of Civil 
Engineering at Leeds University. 

His point was that University training 
for the structural engineer was def- 
initely the superior method and a man 
who proves to be a good man when 
trained through an office would be 
even better at a University. He pleaded 
for a liberal non-specialist pre-voca- 
tional education, and of course meant 
by this an education in the pure 
Classics. He complained, as we all do, 
about the shocking standard of English 
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even among degree students and this 
coupled with a criticism of maths is 
putting secondary education in rather 
a spot! 

Education is given by the University, 
training by Industry, and the motto 
of the Engineer is epitomized in the 
wording over the door to the Institute 
of Civil Engineers: 

“To direct the forces of Nature to 
the benefit of Mankind”. 

In the discussion it appeared to me 
that in spite of the tendency towards a 
liberal education there seems to be a 
considerable difference in the inter- 
pretation of the term Design as under- 
stood by engineers and architects. 
There still seems to lack that funda- 
mental outlook that leads the engineer 
towards a standard of design of a 
Maillart or Freyssinet. We were told 
there was a publication available for 
4s. 6d., published by the civil engineers 
on the Aesthetics of Engineering. 

“What is Culture?” Professor Evans 
asked, nobody had been able to give 
a concise answer. That it should be 
more than purely knowledge of the 
Classics he illustrated by telling us of 
that Cambridge undergraduate who 
continuously fused the college lights 
by sticking a 3000 watt electric fire 
into a light socket, and not on purpose 
either! 

The discussion ended with Professor 
Budden asking what one could expect 
if English was nowadays often handed 
to the games master. 

After the Agee | chicken we had a 
paper on the Oxford Greats by H. 
Plommer, M.A., PH.D., librarian of the 
Leeds School of Architecture. 

While the paper had nothing to do 
with architecture it was a_ perfect 
example of a course, originally designed 
for gentlemen, which led to no direct 
practical ends other than training of 
the mind, It has led to the education 
of great statesmen like Gladstone, 
Statesmanship in the Aristotelian sense 
being the most architectonic of the arts. 

Compared with the generous leisure 
of reading you enjoy, Mr. Plommer 
found students of architecture living 
under galley conditions. 

{ cannot do justice here to a bril- 
liant exposition of the Greats, only feel 
that there might be a certain danger in 
the detachment the course creates in a 
Greats scholar’s mind from the facts 
and often exciting realities of our age. 
It is because of my sincere belief that 
the parallels one is apt to draw with 
the vagaries of history, with past civilisa- 
tions that come and go, may only partly 
apply. As was implied in the introduc- 
tion to these notes, we witness not a 
decline, the passing of another phase 
or fashion, but the end “of the begin- 
ning,” not of a new, but of Civilization 
itself. 

On this note I should conclude. But 
after a further extensive session at the 
aforementioned bar and after subse- 
quent over-sleeping the Sunday morning 
climb (it was raining anyway) the 
Sunday morning brought a final paper 
by John Leese, M.A., PH.D., Secretary to 
the Yorkshire Council for Further 
Education, in which he suggested that 
a teacher in a school of academic rank 
should not only teach but contribute 
positively to knowledge and he en- 
visaged that this should apply to Staffs 
at Colleges under the Education Author- 
ities as well as those at Universitites. 

Mr. Chippindale (Leicester) could 


foresee many difficulties in this and 
knowing the set-up in most Local 
Authorities who expect their teachers to 
get on with their teaching and the 
students to sit at their desks, this seems 
only too obvious. Yorkshire here 
seems to be most progressive. 

After summing up by Mr. J. C. B. 
Price, B.A., A.R.LB.A., Of the Leeds 
School and what was chicken dinner 
No. 3 the meeting adjourned and in his 
absence it was decided to waylay Mr. 
Douglas Jones, of Birmingham, for 
the next year’s meeting to held in 
the Cotswolds. 


H. W. ROSENTHAL. 
LEICESTER. 


Architectural Scholarships 


Students of architecture of either sex 
born in Yorkshire of at least one York- 
shire parent are invited to apply for 
Scholarships given by the Will of 
William Hoffman Wood. These Schol- 
arships will defray the costs of archi- 
tectural training and study at home and 
abroad. 

Under the same will the Leeds Medal 
is awarded to the artist (born of parents 
born within 60 miles of Leeds Town 
Hall) for painting, sculpture or archi- 
tectural work during the year for which 
the Medal is awarded. 1950 is being 
considered as an award year. 

Applicants for the scholarship must be 
under 21, should forward particulars of 
age, place of birth of self and parents, 
education and attainments and present 
occupation to W. H. Clarke & Co., 
Solicitors, 12 South Parade, Leeds, 1. 
by July, 31. 1951. 


Church of Scotland Motion 


A motion calling upon the Govern- 
ment to instruct the Department of 
Health of the Scottish Office to hold an 
early conference with the building in- 
dustry, building trades unions and 
others with an intimate association with 
the housing problem in order that the 
rate of house-building could be stepped- 
up was passed unanimously by the 
General Assembly of the urch of 
Scotland in Edinburgh 

The motion was introduced by the 
Rev. M. Shields, of Broxburn, West 
Lothian, who is also a member of the 
Housing Committee of the West 
Lothian County Council. There was 
far from sufficient speed in house con- 
struction, Mr. Shields said. There were 
cases within his personal knowledge 
where it took anything from three to 
three-and a half years to complete a 
single house. at was not nearl 
good enough. The rate of house build- 
ing must be accelerated and the only 
way in which that could be done would 
be for all interested parties to hold a 
round-table conference to sort out 
their problems and difficulties. Since 
the Government controlled all building 
these days, it was obviously their duty 
to summon that conference. That was 
why he was moving the motion. 

Mr. Shields’ motion was approved 
during the General Assembly’s con- 
sideration of the report of the Church 
and Nation Committee, in which it was 
commented that housing “‘is the gravest 
social problem in Scotland,” and that 
the number of houses being built in 
relation to the need of the people was 
tragically small. 
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This new Customs building at London Airport is one of a group being buiit by the Wates system of construction 


is now in course of construction and employs the Wates system for the first time on a three storey structure 


BUILDING 


News of the 


BRISTOL HOUSING COMMITTEE are 
considering new plans for a three-bedroomed 
house to cost £1,100: a saving of £500 per 
house on the present three-bedroomed house 
which is costing about £1,600 The City 
Architect, Mr. J. Nelson Meredith, told the 
Committee members that the house would 
conform to Ministry requirements. 

The size of the house had been cut by 100 
super feet. Every room has been cut down 
in size. There is a bathroom and a separate 
lavatory; outside stores for fuel and storage 
space large enough for bicycles; and the 
entrance will be at the side. Cupboard and 
working space in the kitchen remains the 
same, elsewhere cupboard space consists of 
one large cupboard in the main bedroom 

The orthodox roof has been replaced by an 
asbestos tiled roof of low pitch requiring less 
timber. Room height is eight feet. 

* 


TOO MANY YOUNG MEN were trying to 
enter the professional side of the Building 
Industry as architects and too few were coming 
into the industrial side said Mr. Woodbine 
Parish, vice-president, L.M.B.A., addressing 
Harrow schoolboys recently 

The boys were paying a visit to the Central 
Criminal Court, which is now in course of 
repair by Messrs. Higgs & Hill 

The visit was one of a series organised by 
the L.M.B.A. to attract public school boys into 
the industry. Supporting Mr. Parish, Colonel 
and Alderman C. J. Cullum Welch said that 
the cost of the current repairs was greater than 
the original cost of the building—and that as 
the builders’ profit had probably risen in 
proportion boys who entered the industry 
would probably reap some benefits 

* 


REVISED B.S. (329:1951) for round strand 
Steel wire suspension ropes for lifts and hoists 
expresses the size of rope by the diameter and 
not by the circumference. This change now 
brings British practice into conformity with 
current practice in other countries The 
foreword gives comprehensive guidance on 
the use of these ropes and gives recommenda 
tions for the diameters of drums, sheaves or 
pulleys The body of the Standard is sub 
stantially similar in lay-out to the previous 
Standard 

. 
THE MINISTER OF WORKS will open the 
“Modern Building’ Exhibition at the Little 
Roodee, Chester, at 3 p.m. on Friday, June 22 

* 


MR. STEPHEN HUDSON, President of the 
N.F.B.T.E., congratulated the Southern Coun 
ties Federation at their half-yearly meeting 
on their excellent pioneer work in apprentice 
recruitment. 

AN EXHIBITION OF WORK of students 
of the L.C.C. Brixton School of Building is 
on view at the Building Centre, 9 Conduit 


INTEREST 


Street, W.1, Mondays to Fridays 10 a.m. until 
5.0 p.m., Saturdays 10 a.m. until 1.0 p.m., 
until Friday, June 29. 

The exhibit is designed to illustrate the 
range of work carried on in the School and 
will include examples drawn from many types 
of courses concerned with training for the 
building industry and the associated profes 
sions. Admission is free. 

* 


THE KENT EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
proposes, subject to the agreement 
Buildings Committee, to invite tenders only 
from firms selected and recommended by the 
County Architect. 


of the 


* 
MEEK ACCEPTANCE of the shortages of 
many building materials tends to become a 
habit, which prevents would-be users making 
full inquiries. Slates are one example. In- 
formation has reached us that many archi 
tects are under the impression that West 
morland Green Roofing slates are unobtain 
able, except for delivery a long time ahead 

One Lancashire firm at least, whose name 

will te given on request, can supply large 
quantities from stock in various colours and 
qualities. 

* 
THE NEW ADDRESS of the headquarters of 
the International Federation for Housing and 
Town Planning is Bezuidenhontseweg 
The Hague, Netherlands 

. 


THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION 
OF BUILDING AND PUBLIC WORKS 
offices are now at 33 Avenue Kleéber, Paris at 
the new headquarters of the French National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 

* 


MESSRS. G. PERCY TRENTHAM LTD 
are moving from their Hillingdon office « 
June 16, 1951, to new offices at Pangbourne 
Reading, Berks, Tel.: Pangbourne 411 All 
letters and communications should now be 
addressed to the Pangbourne office 

* 


AN OMISSION from the list of suppliers 
for the Riley Newsum house published in the 
A. & B.N. of June | was the name of Econa 
Modern Products Ltd. who supplied the 
Australian Gauge copper traps for the plumb- 
ing to suit Australian Water Board Regula 


trons 
. 


THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
BUILDING TRADES EMPLOYERS has 
set up a Staff Pension Fund, through whict 
employment in the building industry becomes 
a pensionable career. Employers wishing to 
provide pension and life assurance benefits 
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THE ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL 


ACOUSTICS (4) PANELLING TREATMENT 
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Acoustically there is little difference in the 
value of one type of wood as against another. 
The choice of timber for the various panelled 
areas in the concert hall was therefore 
largely dictated by visual effect. 


The treatment and method of fixing however 
make a considerable difference to the 
resonance and sound reflecting value of 
any given area. 


Two of several applications of panelling used 
acoustically are illustrated in this article. 
Reference to the section through the 
concert hall reproduced in the first article 
of this series (A. & B.N. 18.5.51, page 580) 
will show the wall areas on either side of 
the stalls which are panelled with vertical 
strips of hardwood, knucklebone in section 
and fixed partly to a rock wool backing. 
Excessive reflected sound from these areas 
is checked by the design of the panelling. 
Each knucklebone strip overlaps the next 
in such a way as to form a sound absorbent 
pocket as shown in the detail drawing, 
right, thus giving general sound distribution 
This detail is taken through the point at 
which the knucklebone panelling is stopped 
around the front stalls entrance to the 
auditorium. The entrances, door details 
and leather panelling details will be illus- 


- : leath 
trated in article 5 of this series. penetting 


The photograph, right, shows the visual cork tiles 
effect of the knucklebone panelling which 
is interrupted by the observation windows 
of the B.B.C. control rooms on either side 
of the auditorium. Similar openings occur mahogany trame 
in other panelled areas. A typical window is TFa ex Ox 
illustrated in the detail above. Between / 

the plate glass faces the bottom, sides and 
top of each opening are lined with per- 
forated plastic backed with rock wool 
A photograph showing the chamfered elm 
strip panelling illustrated in the detail 
above is on the following page. 
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At mid-stalls level the cross gangway is 
returned round the sides of the stalls 
beneath the boxes, to a point where the 
walls splay inwards behind the orchestra 
The photograph shows the elm strip 
panelling (detail at top of previous page) 
at the angle of the splay. At this level there 
are two banks of seating: one set ust 
visible in the picture, faces across the hall 
The wall behind these seats is covered wit! 
absorbent leather panels, and is fronted 
by a balustrade of ribbed panelling, also 
just visible Slightly lower, at the leve 
of the carpet in the picture, 

set of seats arranged to face the 

These seats are flanked by a balust 
shown in the detail below, which is 

with ribbed panelling down to the 


stalls floor. 


ANELLING 
TREATMENT 


Right, a section through the knucklebone 
panelling showing the timber used for this 
sound distributing area and indicating the 
difference in level between the main stalls 
floor and the return gangway at mid-stalls 
level. 


Reference to the photograph on page 719 
shows the finish of the knucklebone in 
relation to the cork tile flooring beneath 
the seats. 


The same picture also shows the underside 
of the seating which is faced with perforated 
plastic sheet to equalize absorbence if 
seats are unoccupied. 
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GOOD, BAD OR INDIFFERENT ? 


No. 383—By A. FOREMAN 


Outside Steps continued. 


REVIOUSLY I drew attention toacause 
of failure of outside steps, so this week 
I think it would be useful to make a few 
more points concerning steps. All steps, 
whether adjoining a building or when free 
standing in gardens, should have proper 
foundations; these should be excavated to 
such a position that they will be below the 
level at which the ground may be affected 
by frost so in most soils this will be at least 
2 ft. and preferably rather more below the 
finished ground level. When there are a 
series of steps the deep part of the founda- 
tion is only necessary under the topmost 
and lowest steps with the part in between 
bridged with a concrete slab; when attached 
to a building the slab may be supported on 
a corbel from the wall or in a groove in the 
wall. 

All steps should have a slight outward 
fall, to ensure that as much water as possible 
drains away quickly. I like this fall to be 
from 4 to } in. in 12 in. but too steep a 
fall, although it helps to throw off the water, 
is apt to be dangerous in frosty weather 
It is also very undesirable to have steps 
which are too narrow. Nine inches, as is 
so often used because it is the length of a 
brick, does not give too good a foothold, 
and I prefer to see a width of about 12 in. 
This 12 in. width can be achieved very 
easily with concrete or stone paving slabs, 
or even with quarry tiles. 


As a lot of water collects at the base of 
the lowest step in a flight I always like to 
be sure that there will be good drainage 
at this point and therefore I try to introduce 
some form of proper soakage, if there is 
not a proper drainage system for the path; 
this may be achieved by filling in the front 
of the foundation trench with clinker and 
finishing this clinker infilling just enough 
below the finished ground level to receive 
the normal surfacing of the path. It is, of 
course, desirable to drain this clinker into 
the land drainage system, if there is one. 

I am often surprised that more care is not 
taken to provide, especially on fairly level 
sites, proper path drainage; this need not 
be very elaborate but paths accumulate 
quite a lot of water which must be collected 
or dispersed. A simple form of path 
drainage is to lay agricultural pipes in a 
shallow trench on one side, to fill the trench 
with clinker and then to lay the path to a 
fall to that side. If}the paths are to have 
curbs or edgings on each side this will 
prevent the water escaping from the path 
so the path surface must be either very 
porous in nature with drainage underneath, 
or alternatively gutters, with gullies at 
intervals, must be formed. In many 
instances insufficient care is taken to pro- 
vide adequate land drainage adjoining 
buildings, especially when the ground has 
been cut away, but this is a large subject 
which I will refer to separately at some 
later date 


A great deal of care is needed in the 
selection of the materials to be used for 
external steps. There are many types of 
material which are suitable but in every 
case it is most essential that they are good 
of their kind and are selected to have a high 
frost resistance when wet, since in winter 
time it may be assumed that they are 
constantly and thoroughly wet. It is not 
unusual to see bricks and flooring tiles or 
concrete slabs forming steps which have 
failed and, in most instances, it is due to an 
unsuitable selection of materials within 
the group. Bricks and tiles selected for the 
formation of steps must be very hard, very 
well burnt and have a low porosity and 
a very low soluble salt content. I like to 
choose bricks which comply with the highest 
grade of B.S.1301 for engineering bricks. 
Concrete slabs should be of a dense mix, 
well matured and generally of the nature of 
a paving flag. There is a wide variety of 
stone suitable for paving but this should be 
carefully selected from those varieties 
known to withstand the conditions; these 
are normally fine grained rocks with an 
even texture so that they wear evenly. 

Great care needs to be taken in the 
bedding of bricks and slabs for use as steps, 
otherwise the mortar joints are apt to fail 
and the covering material become loose, 
especially due to frost. I find a mix of 
about one part of cement to three of sand is 
usually satisfactory. 





TIMBER AND THE 
STEEL SHORTAGE 


Sir Gerald Lenanton, moving the adoption of the 
annual report at the seventeenth annual general 
meeting of the Timber Development Association 
reminded members that at the end of 1948, the 
T.D.A. submitted to the Board of Trade a 
Memorandum on the use of timber as a substi- 
tute for other materials which were then 
needed for export. The Government's 
announced policy of substituting timber for 
particular types of steel as they become short 
in certain industries was no doubt influenced, 
said Sir Gerald, by the facts and logic of the 
T.D.A. memorandum, on ‘The Economies of 
Timber Substitution."’ 


To give full effect to this policy, Sir Gerald 
said, the following conditions must be satisfied 
(1) The import of sufficient timber for strategic 

stockpiling, and increased consumption ; 


(2) The abolition of consumer licensing and all 
unnecessary controls and restrictions ; 


(3) The use of timber on a scale quite beyond 
what industry has become accustomed to 
in the last twelve yeors ; 


The restoration to the trade of complete 
freedom to buy timber on its own initiative 
in any and every part of the world. 


TIMBER TIPS 


The following notes are condensed from 
replies to questions asked at a recent Brains 
Trust organized by the Timber Develop- 
ment Association. 


Qu. Does the cost of timber to-day bear 
a reasonable relationship to the cost which 
the consumer has to pay for it? 

(i) As | see it the question is—is the timber 
trade making an exhorbitant profit? The 
answer is definitely—No. | do not think 
anyone yet knows what the price of timber 
is going to be. Certainly it has not yet been 
charged up to any consumer on the real 
basis of what the actual cost is going to be. 
As to whether prices such as ‘‘taking to 
mill’’, ‘‘sawing’’ etc. are justified—these are 
completely labour charges. Everything con- 
nected with the sawmill has gone up several 
times and the cost has not gone up any more 
than the amount which is justified by these 
increased charges (Mr. David). 

(ij) When the trade has complete control 
of its own business and restores the ordinary 
operation of free enterprise artificial charges 
must disappear or the trader goes out of 
business (Mr. Reece, Director, T.D.A.). 


Qu. Owing to increasing prices French 
shippers are not honouring their contracts. 
Had prices gone the other way they would 
have done so. The opinion of the Brains 
Trust on this situation was sought? 

(i) The amount of timber sold from 
France to this country is greater than the 
quantity the French Government have 
announced that they are prepared to 
license. There is a feeling in this country 
that French shippers have sold very much 


more than there is a chance of producing 
for shipping (Mr. David). 

Qu. Can timber containing blue stain be 
used in building with confidence? 

(i) Blue stain is a fungus. It does not 
destroy wood. Blue stain fungi feed, not on 
the wood, but on the contents of the cells 
of the sapwood such as starches and sugars. 
Blue stain does not affect strength of timber. 
It does affect toughness. Blue stain does not 
occur unless timber is damp and if timber is 
dried when blue stain develops it can be used 
confidently without fear of failure. Blue 
stain very slightly reduces the resistance of 
timber to shock loading and | should say that 
shock loading is not an important property 
in Building timbers (Mr. Cox, Secretary, 
British Wood Preserving Association). 

Qu. Is Parana Pine suitable for external 
work? 

(i) No, Sir (Mr. Cox). 

(ii) | doubt it (Mr. Russell). 

(iii) The moisture movement of Parana 
Pine is greater than for most other timbers 

. it is much better if you restrict it to 
interior timber but | do not say it is an 
impossible timber to use outside (Mr. 
Reece). 

Qu. What is the future of stress grading? 

(i) Stress grading is a very good idea which 
will be difficult to put into practice. If we 
could go abroad and buy stress graded 
timber it would be simple. But Shippers 
abroad are not interested. If stress grading 
has to be done in this country we have not 
sufficient timber to consider sorting the 
meagre supplies into grades (Mr. David). 

(ii) It is a job which any properly trained 
Clerk of Works can do. It consists of no 
more than measuring knots and other well 
defined features (Mr. Reece). 
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BRITISH PLASTICS 


EXHIBITION & CONVENTION 
OLYMPIA, JUNE 6 — 16 


TS President of the Board of Trade, Sir Hartley Shawcross, 
K.C., M.P., opening the British Plastics Exhibition—the 
first plastics exhibition to represent the whole of the country’s 
plastic industries—stressed the importance in these times of material 
shortages, of making the best use of synthetic materials both for 
export and home use. 

As Sir Ben Lockspeiser, Secretary of the D.S.1.R., pointed out 
at the opening of the Convention, the plastics industry has its own 
serious raw materials problems. The production of synthetic 
materials has risen so rapidly that it is now in sight of running out 
of feedstock. 

However, Sir Hartley Shawcross pointed out that the five-fold 
increase of home produced raw materials which had taken place 
since 1938 was gratifying. A scheme is in hand too to complete 
a new oil-cracking plant this year. It would seem therefore that 
further development and use of plastics is likely. 

From the architect’s viewpoint there are three important factors 
which influence the choice or rejection of plastics as a building 
material. These are design, strength and cost. 

Of the ger named o these facters, it must be said that the 
importance of good design is now realized by reputable manu- 
facturers and since adequate strength is a corollary to good design 
the architect’s chief stumbling block may well be that of cost. 
This is an element in the selection of any mat¢rial which is frequently 
outside the architect’s control. All he can do is to weigh up initial 
cost against maintenance costs. Frequently this will convince a 
client that in the long run an expensive material is worth while. 

To judge from the comment of one exhibitor, the manufacturer 
frequently encounters a problem which is not embraced in the 
factors mentioned above. Briefly this problem can be summed up 
in the word SHAM. This applies particularly perhaps to laminated 
plastic sheets which, by the very flexibility of the material can be 
finished in a number of ways—some of.which reproduce the 
appearance of other materials—wood, marble and so on. Some 
designers are opposed to using these finishes because they regard 
them as imitations. Yet the same designers will use a finish not 
unlike a good gent’s shirting and, quite justifiably—like it. There 
seems to be a lack of logic here and a need for some re-orientation of 
approach to plastic design. As Sir Hartley Shawcross said the 
industry is showing imagination and foresight in tackling the 
immense potentialities of design in plastics and the Council of 
Industrial Design is helping them in their efforts. 

In the electrical field the material is now well established. Many 
firms produce strong well finished switchplates, plugs, etc. There 
were, however, in evidence at the exhibition some designs which 
showed a reluctance to depart from decoration for decorations’ 
sake; and in some cases this was combined with a lack of smooth- 
ness in finish and a muddiness of colour which might be improved. 

Amongst firms exhibiting who are well known to the building 
industry were Bakelite Ltd., who on their ground floor stand had 
incorporated a flush door with a “Warerite” laminated sheet 
finish: the design in dark green was based on a crystal structure 
diagram. Also shown on a table top was a new “Warerite” design 
in bright blue. Warerite Ltd., had a separate stand showing 
industrial applications for their laminated finishes including the 
new Finaweave range. 

Formica was shown on Messrs. De La Rue’s stand which was in 
two sections to show ancient and modern treatments in bar fitting. 

The General Electric Company exhibited a selection from the 
range of equipment made by the company for use in the plastics 
industry and a representative display of mouldings made by G.E.C. 

On a simple stand Holloplast 9 showed a range of flat and 
corrugated sheet in various colow 

The ae Chemical industries Ltd. (Plastics Division) stand 
was mainly devoted to giving information about the Division's 
technical service and development department. Particular stress 
was laid on the use of Perspex and rigid p.v.c. in the lighting 
industry. 

In the electrical field noticeable exhibits included a wide colour 
and size range of plastic covered cables. 

For heavier purposes the use of plastic for ventilation ducting 
and acid resistant piping and tanking was demonstrated by the 
Kestner Evaporator & Engineering Co., Ltd. In addition to 
finished products several firms were showing plant for manufac- 
turing plastics and resin-bonded boards. In the latter category was 
the stand of Vere Engineering Co., Ltd., who were showing plant 
for the production of Celloboard. At present there is only a pilot 
machine working in this country. When the first machine is in 
operation later this year board in widths of 4 ft. will be produced 
for the first time on a continuous process to any desired length. 
A number of different finishes can be incorporated. 
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Nos. 35-38, DORSET SQUARE 


19 Flats for St. 
Borough Council 


Marylebone 


Architect : 
Nicholls, L.R.I.B.A. 
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PASEMENT 


The problem was to provide nineteen flats on a site previously — 
occupied by four Georgian type terrace houses without 
destroying the external relationship of the building with 
adjoining houses in the square. 


Continued on page 723 
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. 





a & 


es } | 
iy 


WINDOW DETAILS, LION AND UNICORN PAVILION 


ARCHITECTS: K. - GOODDEN AND R D RUSSEL 
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Speed the job and save timber . . . with 


HILLS ‘“‘PRESWELD”’? BEAMS 


SHORTAGE of timber is a major housing problem. The answer is ready. Hills 
Standard Presweld Roof and Floor Beams have become an essential part of modern 
building practice—specified by Architects and Builders and approved by the Ministry 
of Works. In addition to saving timber for other uses, these maximum-strength, 


minimum-weight components can be assembled and erected by semi-skilled operatives, 


thus saving time and labour on site. Early 
delivery can be given on Beams ordered now. | S 
Full details gladly sent to you on request. (WEST BROMWICH) LIMITED 


Presweld construction in War Memorial village at Derby. Honorary Architect; Thos. W. East, F.R.1.B.A. 


ALBION RD., WEST BROMWICH. Phone: WESt Bromwich 1025 (7 lines) LONDON OFFICE, 125, HIGH HOLBORN, W.C.1. Phone: HOLborn 8005/6 


Branches at Birmingham, Swansea, Bristol, Manchester, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Glasgow and Belfast. 





HILTON 
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FOR SOUND PLANNING 


ASPHALTE TANKING, FLOORING AND ROOFING 
NACOFELT BUILT - UP BITUMINOUS ROOFING 
ACCOTILE DECORATIVE FLOORING TILES 


THE NEUCHATEL ASPHALTE CO. LIMITED 
58 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1 
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HARCO PATENT 
METALACE 


PRODUCED IN ROLLS OF 25' 
TO 100' LONG BY 2'11” WIDE. 
The artistic effect of Harco Patent 
Metalace renders it particularly 
suitable for use where care of de- 
sign and appointment are of major 
importance. Architects will appre- 
ciate that it not only screens the 
unsightly, but allows free circu- 
lation of air. The patterns in which 
Metalace can be woven, make it 
the perfect selection for Lift Shaft 
Enclosures, Ventilating Panels, 
Radiator Covers, Electric Heater 
Covers, etc. 








Illustration shows 
Pattern No. M. 1006. 
Other Patterns and 
full particulars in 
Catalogue A 585. 


SG .A.Harvey & Co. (London) Ltd. Woolwich Ruad, London, 5.6.7} 























THE ARCHITECT and Building News, June 15, 1951 









STATIO 


I nm 
JUL 


Cs 

















C2 


SUES 


MARYVYALB ONE 


Til | i — 


BLOCK PLAN 


The site is on what used to be the Portman estate. And prior 
to the sale of the estate by the Portman trust an interesting 
legal problem was posed. 


The original houses had been destroyed by bomb. The 
Borough Council wished to requisition the property. But 
since the property at that time was not a building but a site 
certain legal problems arose. However, with the sale of the 
freehold—which the Council bought —this problem was 
solved. 


The council and the architects are to be congratulated on 
producing a building which has retained the external atmo- 
sphere of the square while providing internal accommodation 
in keeping with modern requirements. This, however, has 
not been achieved without sacrifice of space to meet the 
external fenestration requirements and the rooms at first 
floor level are more luxuriously lofty than might be expected 
in flats which are rented at an extremely reasonable weekly 
figure. 


The accompanying plans show the arrangement before 
and after rebuilding. Maximum use has been made of the 
sunny aspect at the rear and the outlook to the square by 
planning the flats with central corridors. 


The basement space has been used for pram storage, 
approached by ramps in the existing areas, for laundry 
facilities and refuse disposal. By carrying the main rear wall 
over a series of wide openings at basement level not only has 
adequate natural ventilation been achieved for the drying 
rooms, but a safe and sunny play yard has been provided 
in a position where children can be supervised by those 
using the laundry facilities. 


Each flat has a coal storage bin outside the front door 
Finishes on the staircases are simple but hard wearing 


A feature of the planning is the position of the bathrooms 
which are centrally placed with one wall of glass brick bor- 
rowing light from the kitchen. Plumbing is on the one pipe 
system grouped in central ducts which for inspection and 
maintenance are accessible from the basement without 
passing through any flat. 
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Above and below: views of the front to Dorset Square showing how 
the character of the fenestration, balcony railings and area railings 
has been preserved in the new work. The site is shown in the plan, 
top left and—bottom left—as it was after the bombing. 

There are two entrances each serving eight flats (2 at each floor level) 
with three flats in the roof. 
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GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
Robert Hart & Sons Ltd 
ACCOTILE FLOOR COVERING 
The Armstrong Cork Co. Ltd 
CURTAIN RUNNERS Rufflette 
Thos. French & Sons Ltd 
ELECTRICAL & VENTILATING INSTAL 
LATION 
George Buckingham Ltd 
FIRE ESCAPES—interna 
Loft Ladders Ltd 
FLOORS 


Helical Bar & Engineering Co. (Concrete 


Philip Flooring Co. (Wood Block 
GAS SERVICES 
North Thames Gas B 
PAINT 
Hadfields (Merton) Ltd 
RAILINGS and BALUSTRADES 
A. Beanes & Co. Ltd 
REFUSE COLLECTION HOIST 
Aldous & Campbell Ltd 
SANITARY FITTINGS and FIREPLACES 
W. N. Froy & Sons Ltd 
SASH CHAINS 
Rhodes Chains Ltd 
WATER SUPPLY 
Metropolitan Water Board 


WINDOWS—Steel, CILLS and DOOR 


FRAMES 
Williams & Will 


Reference to the plan on page 722 will show how the plumbing for bathrooms and kitchens is planned on the end walls on either sid 
This duct not only carries the one pipe draifiage System but also acts as a central ventilation shaft which is large e 


entire height by means of wall rungs reached from the basement. 


In the pent house above the duct are two fan motors. Details of the duct and plumbing arrangement are shown above 
Below: left,a detail of the stair balustrading and, right, a view showing the wide arched openings leading from the baser 


play yard at the back of the building. 
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Notes below give basic data of * QO N T R A c: T address it is the same as the locality 
contracts open under locality and given in the heading, (c) deposit, (d) 
authority which are in bold type last date for application, (e) last date 
References indicate: (a) type of and time for submission of tenders. Full 
work, (b) address for application N k W S details of contracts marked ™& are 
Where no town is stated in the given in the advertisement section. 














OPEN | ae eet 


BRIGHT’S |e MULLEN 


ASHTON-UNDER LYNE B.C. (a) 12 old LIMSTED 
pers iwellings b) A. T. Kemp, Muni Contractors a nd 
e sal Offices 3 Gns. (e) June 22 Joinery Specialists 


ST. MARY’S CHAMBERS, | a de aia 41 EAGLE ST., HOLBORN 
61a STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2 Se Se Oe ee LONDON, W.C.1 


. mae : 5 : Telephones: 
Telephone No.: TEMple Bar 7156 ) \ itect, Wilton House, Parkside LONDON CROYDON 


ymodation at Abingdon Primary School 


Reading. (c) 2 Gns. (e) June 29 
* + . 


CHAncery 7422/3/4. ADDiscombe 1264 








BERKSHIRE C.C, a) Provision of im- 
proved t accommodation at Waltham 


ENGERT & ROLFE LTD. |S. Lawrence Primary School. (by County ALUMINIUM 


House, 


FELT ROOFING Reading” (2 Gm fe) ung 
CONTRACTORS ao oS C, a) Block of 12 flats LADDERS 


>) Borougt gineer, Town Hall. (c) 2 Gns for SAFETY 
14. e) June 22 
POPLAR E.! East 1441 - 2 STRENGTH 
= BRIGHTON B.C. (a) (Section 1C) 29 dwell DURABILITY 
“se MA ings Section 1D) 46 dwellings, North LIGHTNESS 
> oO Brighton Estate b) Borough Engineer, 
N 26-30 King’s Road 2 Gns. each section 


July ; THOS W. WARD LTD. 


BROMSGROVE U.C. (a) 108 houses. (b) ALBION WORKS - SHEFFIELD 
I ne is 


, 


Proof against g irveyor, Council House. (c) Phone: 26311 (22 times). "Grams: “ Forward.” 
damp, rust, acid and 3 Gr June l¢ 

chemical fumes. Idea covering n * * . A RCE 

brickwork, slates, iron, s 

work. Imperishable, glossy finish an CARDIFF C.¢ a) Construction of main By Appeintment to H.M. The King 


economical in use building at Thornhill. (b) City LIGHTNING CONDUCTOR SPECIALISTS 
W. T. HAWKINS & CO., Surve ( Hall c) 2 Gns ec) July 


aS. Sere Se. | J. W. GRAY & SON Ltd. 


SAMPLE TIN FREE to the Trade CARMARTHENSHIRE AND CARDIGAN- 37 RED LION St., * HIGH HOLBORN 
Sole Agents for Australasia: SHIRE JOINT FIRE BRIGADE COMMIT- LONDON W-C.I. Tel. CHAncery 8701 


w. 
i aan ee ee ee TEE Headquarters and fire station at Lightning Conductor Specialists 
; ’ me Grove Avenue, Carmarthen (b) and Church Spire Restorers 








Melbourne, Australia I 
Count chitect, County Hall, Carmarthen 


eT re | commis: oc. wo 0) ee 








a 


re) NE "COAT O F —— tle Beg A yp tang Boron Wood Floors Planed, Sanded, 


man m4 Repaired and Treated 
24 he ) F. Bowman, Estate 


ares Offic j ort Road, Birtley, Co FLOOR RENOVATIONS Ltd 
ene rex Durha nediately. (c) 2 Gns 38 LAURISTON RD., £9. Phone: AMH 1080 
Sandpaper! ines tor hire 
Peastery DERBY B.C Alterations to provide new =" 
WATERPROOFING LIGUID crows staff room at Pear Tree Boys’ School. (b) 
Absolutely Colourless, Penetrex’ does = Boroug Architect, The Council House, 
tsi ob thoroughly, on oll surfaces, Out- poration Street c) 2 Gns e) June 25 
side or inside. One gallon covers 30 ey * * * 
aoe a 16 Gomen y netrgy Oe for — = DERBYSHIRE C.C. a) Conversion of 
nome of nearest Stockists to: Overse Manor ear Swadlincote, into a 
F. A. WINTERBURN LTD. | special residential schoo! for boys. *} (b 
tae rating Lithex Products) int chitect, St. Mary’s Gate, Derby 
HOLBORN STREET, LEEDS, 6 Tel.: 25692 ‘ily ‘ . * BRICKS 
DEWSBURY B.C. (a) Occupation centre for 


lefectives b) Borough Architect, (S.P.W. BRAND) 


Tow H all e) June 22 All or separate 
F | R E ? trades As supplied to the WAR OFFICE, H.M. 
ew 


DUNMOW me o , z h MINISTRY of WORKS, AIR MINISTRY, 
A. nouses W e a 
WHERE’S YOUR x . uses with externa rn 


services Council Houses. -(c) 3} Gns 


N U - $ W ; r T ? ia ; * ” * Sample and Brochure 
* ELLESMERE R.C 
M.dd 





a) 8 houses and 4 houses sent on request 


The World's Fastest Fire Extinguishers , le site, with sewer, sewage dispose, 


~ for every Fire Risk roads and other works b) Council's Clerk, Cc 
sinc ORs. Tanne as Dos | M. MCCARTHY 
Pressure-operated by sealed CO, Charges ae * es, Trimpley Hall c) 2 Gns . 

NU-SWIFT LTD. * ELLAND + YORKS * . . & SONS, LTD. 


F FARNHAM U.C. (a) 16 houses. (b) M 
In Every Ship of the Royal Navy I G. Maxwell Ayiwin, Sa aioe cae gee BULWELL - NOTTINGHAM 











£2 e) June 29 








Cr ne ee eae 


20 
FRIMLEY AND CAMBERLEY U.C. (a) 
Public convenience, Blackdown (b) En 
gineer and Surveyor, Municipal Buildings, 
Camberley. (e) June 29. 

* * * 


GREAT YARMOUTH B.C. (a) 2 Blocks of 
6-storey flats (38 flats). (b) Borough En- 
gineer, 1S Regent Street. (e) July 2. 


* * * 


HALIFAX B.C. (a) 8 police houses, Illing- 
worth. (b) Borough Engineer, Crossley 
Street. (c) 2 Gns. (d) June 18. 


* * . 


HIRAETHOG R.C. (a) Pair of houses, with 
water supply, drainage and roadworks, at 
Llanddoget. (b) Council's Clerk, “Avondale,” 
Llanwrst, Denbighshire. (c) 2 Gns e 
June 25, 

. * * * 
HOLSWORTHY U.C. (a) Conversion of 
huts into dwellings. (b) Council’s Surveyor, 
Manor Offices. (c) 1 Gn. (e) June 23 

* 7 * 
LEICESTER C.C. (a) 38 houses 
ing Architect, Municipal Offices, 
Street. (c) 2 Gns. (e) July 5 

* * * 
LEICESTER C.C. (a) 2 pairs of shops with 
living accommodation in Appleton Avenue 
(b) Housing Architect, Municipal Offices, 
Charles Street. 5 


b) Hous- 
Charles 


(e) July 5. 


* * 


LONDON-—BARNES B.C. (a) 15 flats in a 
3-storey block. (b) Borough Engineer, Muni- 
cipal Offices, Sheen Lane, S.W.14. (e) July 7. 

. > > 
LONDON-—PADDINGTON B.C. (a) Block 
of 12 flats. (b) Town Clerk, Town Hall, W.2 
(c) 5 Gns. (d) June 23. (e) July 25 

* > * 
LONDON—WALTHAMSTOW B.C. (a) 
Estate Manager's office and living accommoda- 
tion, 4 lock-up shops and 6 aged persons’ 
bungalows. (b) Borough Architect, Town 
Hall, E.17. (c) 2 Gns. (e) July 2. 

. > > 
MAIDSTONE B.C. (a) 136 
Borough Surveyor, Palace 
June 16. 


houses (b 
Avenue (d) 


* * * 


MANCHESTER C.C. (a) Alterations to 
flat and brigade store to form training school 
at Central Fire Station. (b) City Architect, 
Town Hall. (c) 1 Gn. (e) July 3 

. . * 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE C.C. (a) Health 
clinic, Wellingborough. (b) County Architect, 
County Hall, Northampton. (d) June 19. 

. * . 
NORTH RIDING C.C. (a) Building works at 
“Ashfield Malton. (b) County Architect, 
County Hall, Northallerton. (d) June 18 
(e) June 30 

* . > 
NORTH RIDING C.C. (a) Prefab. class 
rooms at Northallerton Grammar School. (b) 
Secretary for Education Education Offices, 
County Hall Northallerton. (e) June 29 

* * * 


NORTH RIDING C.C, (a) Additions and 
adaptations to The Lodge Westbourne Road, 
Scarborough. (b) County Architect, County 
Hall, Northallerton. (c) 2 Gns. (d) June 18 
(e) June 30. 

> * * 
N. IRELAND—ARMAGH U.C. (a) Erec- 
tion and completion of 60 dwellings, with 
road works, drainage, etc. (b) Town Clerk, 
City Hall. (c) 5 Gns. (e) June 29 

> . * 


N. IRELAND BELFAST C.C. (a) Supply, 
delivery and erection of structural steelwork 
for Victoria Power Station. (b) Messrs. Merz 
& McLellan, Carliol House, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, 1. (c) 5 Gns. (e) July 13. 

. * * 


GOVERNMENT OF NORTHERN IRE- 
LAND. (a) Forester’s cottage and a wood 
man’s cottage at Parkmore Forestry Centre, 
Co. Antrim. (b) Ministry of Finance, 
(Room 103), Law Courts Building, May Street, 
Belfast. (c) £2. (e) June 26 
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There has been o ‘Stannah’ in the industry sinee 1867 


STANNAH 
tae T Ss 


LIMITED 
PASSENGER, GOODS & SERVICE LIFTS 


#-51, TIVERTON STREET, LONDON, S.E.! 
Telephones: HOP 1211-3063 


R. Wm. LOCKWOOD 
BUILDERS & CONTRACTORS 
JOINERY & DECORATORS, Etc. 


345 GREEN LANE - ILFORD 
Telephone No : Seven Kings 7551 


So much depends on your Floors 
Compare the value of ‘‘Modernite"’ 


Magnesite Jointless Flooring 


MODERN TILE & FLOOR COMPANY LTD 
62-62a, Brewery Road, LONDON, N.7 
TEL NOR 46/1-2 





WESTMORLAND 
GREEN ROOFING 
SLATES 


We have pleasure in announcing that 
we can supply from stock large quan- 
tities of Broughton Moor Westmor 
land Green Roofing Slates in various 
colours and qualities. We also supply 
Broughton Moor Light Sea Greer 
Stone for all architectural purposes 


THE 
BROUGHTON MOOR 


GREEN SLATE QUARRIES 
LTD 


CONISTON 
TEL: CONISTON 25 


LANCS 





INTER, FINAL & 


R | BA SPECIAL FINAL 


Postal Courses in all subjects of the 195! exam 
syllabus (including Professional Practice) are con- 
ducted by 

The ELLIS SCHOOL of ARCHITECTURE 
Principal: A. B. Waters, M.B.E.,,G.M., F.RABA 


1036, OLD BROMPTON RD., LONDON, 8.W.7 
Phone: KEN 864! and ot Worcester 


INSULATING 
BOARD AND 
HARDBOARD 
Made in‘ Canada 
TENTEST FIBRE BOARD CO., LIMITED 


75, Crescent West, Hadley Wood, Barnet, Herts 
Phone: Barnet 5501 (5 lines) 


Mage 





“ ALTRINDA” 
DAMPCOURSE 


Supplied frem Steck 
ENGERT & ROLFE LTD. 
Poplar E.14. East 144/ 
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THE ARCHITECT and Building 


ESSEX C.¢ a) Primary school at St. John’s 
BET T ERWAYS LTD. Road, Epp b) County Architect, County 
INTERCHANGEABLE LINE | fit esibon “Zune 2 Approx 
and LETTER SIGNS ea 
WORTON WORKS, WORTON ROAD MISCELLANEOUS 


ISLEWORTH, MIDDLESEX. DERBY B.¢ 


The Council is preparing a list 
HOUNSLOW 2100 


of contractors for building work, as follows: 
1) Not exceeding £5,000; (2) not exceeding 
£15,000; (3) not exceeding £25,000; and (4) 
over £25,000. Written applications to Borough QUANTITY SURVEYING 

Architect The Council House, Corporation Postal Courses for R.1.C.8., 1LAAS. and 1.0.8. 
Street, Derby exams, in all subjects of each syllabus. Tuition by 


“ . = HM lified tutors under the direction. of the 

Structural Economy for the Principal, A. B. Waters, MB.E., G.M., F.R.I.B.A. 
. . GLAMORGAN C.C, The Council is preparing De Pp: Sach ery stetaeary 

Architect and Builder a list of contractors for building work as erotic 


By George Fairweather, F.R.1.B.A. follows List A) to cost more than £50,000; THE ELLIS SCHOOL 


' 15 ‘ BROMPTON RD. LONDON, 8.W.7 
List B) to cost between £15,000 and £50,000; eg 97 oe ae Oumar 


378-380 EUSTON ROAD LONDON-NWI Phone £05 


A critical analysis of the traditional ind (List C) to cost between £1,500 and £15,000 
forms of construction, this book first App ; te ete yunty Architect, Glamorgan 
identifies the main characteristics of mse r eta 7 “+ eae 

buildings as determined by the materials County Hall, Cardiff, by June 25 ENGERT & ROLFE LTD. 
and methods used. These characteristics 
are then examined in relation to the P 4 A Cc E D COPPERTRINDA 
standards of performance required, their 
limitations are indicated and various Notes on contracts placed state locality and The best Dampcourse yet produced 
improvements suggested authority in bold type with (1) type —_ 
134 ins. x 94 ins. 178 pp., 74 pp (2) site, (3) name of contractor and edéress, | | POPLAR, E.14. EAST 144! 
plates ata. net, By past Zs (4) amount of tender or estimate. + denotes 


Obieinat = beckett . that work may not start pending final 
Mainable al a ooksellers or by post from 
Wifte & Sons Led. Dorset House, Stamsord acceptance, or obtaining of licence, or 


Street, London, S.E.1. modification of tenders, etc. K I R K & K l R K 


BUILDING LIMITED 
CHELSEA B.C. (h) 45 flats, houses and 


shops 2) Lucan Place 3) William Willett . . o * 
Lid., Sloane Square, Londen, WA. (4) Building and Civil 
£108,919 : ° . 
. ‘ , Engineering Contractors 

Ses eveeee © SPS Se: Ue, LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL. (1) 105 . 
BARKING, ESSEX Cc flats 2} Bromley Road, Lewisham. (3) 
eer Direct Labour 1) Three blocks of flats. (2) A +. 3 A S W O R K S 
2 p " Mayville Estate, Islington 3) E. H. Smith 
Croydon) Ltd., Wellesley Road, Croydon. PIUTNEY « S*W°15 
4) £182,028 1) 63 flats. (2) Adelaide Road, 
Hampstead 3) W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke TELEPHONE: PUTNBY 7344 
Ltd., 78 Mount Street, W.1. (4) £121, 777. 














MANUFACTURERS OF x 
@ Dutch Barns, Garages, etc. Steel-framed C aL 


@ Pressed-stee! Rainwater Goods AGRICULTURAL 
@ Valley, Box and Wall Gutters # & INDUSTRIAL Ci) e | | 

@ Metal! Scaffold Boards BUILDINGS ermicu A ‘2 

@ Brick Pallets 


@ Sheet Metal Work to any All kinds of FEATHERWEIGHT AGGREGATE 


specification IN 


STRUCTURAL 


eruue Seen Concrete, Plaster & Loose Fill 


SUPPLIERS OF 


@ Galvanised and Black SLASHES DEADWEIGHT 


khol 
Sie! Shoots Steel Stockholders 


and Structural INCREASES INSULATION 


@ Iron and Steel Bars and Sheet Metal 
‘ IN 
and Sections Engineers 


SCHOOLS, FLATS, HOSPITALS 
FACTORIES, POWER STATIONS, ETC. 


*DOHM 


OLD LEEDS STEEL WORKS, BALM ROAD, ‘ 167, VICTORIA STREET, S.W.1. VIC. 1414/5/6 & 7913 
Tel.: Leeds 76614-9. ‘Grams: Co flot, Leeds 
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woodw 


LI BRA RIES 
SCHOOLS & OFFICES 


Th a show he HEATON 
BRANCH LIBRARY BOLTON 


raco | 


Wr rite for iilustrazed  Bookle 


LIBRACO 


LOMBARD WALL, WOOLWICH RD 
CHARLTON. LONDON, §S.E.7 
Telephone: Grecawich 3368 & 3389 











WIDE SPAN 
TIMBER 
BUILDINGS 


Foi CANTEENS - STAFF RECREATION 
ROOMS - WORKSHOPS 4; LIGHT WORK 





Hall’s are renowned for their timber buildings not only as manu- 
facturers but as prime designers and pioneers. Your needs receive 
the personal attention of those responsible for the high Hall standard 
and any pe read otro is backed by the reputation, skill and 
integrity of Halls of Paddock Wood. Buildings for Industry, Education, 
Sport, Municipal or Constructional needs. Site offices and Contrac- 
tors’ Huts also supplied. Let us quote for your requirements. 
Supplied free of licence. Write to 


HALLS PADDOCK WOOD 


TONBRIDGE KENI 





WIREW ORK METAL LATTICE 


WOVEN WIRE 





( TTER & SOAR trp.) 


PHIPP STREET 
LONDON, E.C.2 





Bishopegase 
2177 ieee) 











High - Class Precision Pipe Bending 
neacornae 


Illustrated is our model H.3 Hy 
Machine produced to deal with 
water, gas or steam barrel f 

A special feature is our patent 

180 bends to be effected rapidly 
with ease This machine is d 
and efficient in every sense of the 
word. 

This is only one example ofa 

range of pipe bending machir 
dealing with copper tube, electrician’s 
conduit or heavy gauge barre 


Please write for full d 


LAWLER, AYERS & CO. LTD oF 


54 OLD BROAD STREET, LONDON, E.C.2 











MONOPHALT 


(nacistanco) 


THE MASTICS FOR 


ROOFING, DAMPCOURSES, FLOORING, ETC. 


COMPLYING WITH eo wipe STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS 
LIED AND LAID 


THE FRENGH ASPHALTE CO. 








WHOSE BUSINESS 18 INCORPORATED WITH THAT OF 


HIGHWAYS CONSTRUCTION LTD. 


IDDESLEIGH HOUSE, CAXTON STREET, LONDO PHONE: ABBEY 4366 








THE EFICIENT MODERN 


SITEMASTER 


MOBILE OFFICES 


The SITEMASTER 
GENERAL 


Length 22 Width 7° 4”. 

Height 6 8" inside. Weight 

30cwts. Executive's private 

office 1/3 of length and a general office 2/3rds of length. For 5-6 
Staff. Price £350 ex works. 

@The ONLY UNITS built specially for site work with 20 
years’ working life. @ Solid steel welded chassis, heavy 
specialist built axles with overrun brakes. @Large desk in 
every unit, ample ventilation, interior painted cream. 
@ Fitted enamel hand basins and waste. 

Also available : The SITEMASTER MAJOR for 3-4 Staff, £275 ex 
works. The SITEMASTER SAPPER for 2-3 Staff, £225 ex works 
and the SITEMASTER MOBILE SLEEPING UNIT 4 berth with 


fittings £250 ex works 


Send for full details 


TS today. 


(2 lines) 
Grosvenor Works, Linthwaite, Huddersfield. Phone: Siaithwaite 341 /2 


London Office and Sitemaster Display: Ludgate Gardens, Ludgate Hill, London, E.C.4 
Phone: City 2528 





ROBERT ADAMS (VICTOR) LTD 


139. STAINES ROAD. HOLNS’ OW, MIDDLESEY 
1 HO oi ese ‘ 


Victor Door iosints are installed in the Royal Festival Hall 








British Patent 
No. 425265 


BICYCLE PARKING 





This “All Concrete” park is 
practical and requires no 
maintenance. Full details 
will gladly be sent on request 


ISTELCON (INDUSTRIAL FLOORS) LTD 
ICliffords Inn LONDON E.c.4 
|" Telephone HOLborn 2916 























More 
than 
30 years 
MANUFACTURING 
a ENCE 


of a 
WOOD-FIBRE 
INSULATING BOARD 
HARDBOARD 


INSULITE PRODUCTS CORPORATION LTD 
41 KINGSWAY, LONDON, W 0.2 TEMple Bar 9385/7 


ee ee 
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OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENIS 
_APPOINTMENTS, CONTRACTS, 
TENDERS, SITUATIONS VACANT 
AND WANTED, FOR SALE, 
MISCELLANEOUS 


1/6d. per line, minimum 3 
Each paragraph 


RAIE: 
average line 6 words. 
charged separately. 
BOX NOS. add 6 words plus 1/- for 
registration and forwarding replies. 
PRESS DAY Monday. Remittances 
payable to lliffe & Sons Ltd., Dorset 
House, Stamford St., London, S.E.i 


No responsibility accepted for errors. 





APPOINTMENTS 
CITY OF BATH. 


CITY PLANNING AND ARCHITECTURAL 
DEPARTMENT 

A Pel ICATIONS are invited for the appointment 
*2 of CHIEF ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT 
Grade A.P.T. VIL (£635-£710). Applicants must be 
Registered Architects and preference will be given 
to those who are Associates of The Roya! Institute 
of British Architects. They should have had good 
experience in design end construction of Municipa 
Housing and other works 

The appointment is subject the 
the Loca} Government Superannuation 
and the successful candidate 
pass a medical examination 

Application, stating age, qualifications and exper 
together with the names and addresses 
referees, should be sent the City Planning 
Architect, 2 Princes Buildings, Bath, not 
the l3rd June, 1951 
JARED E, DIXON 
Bath 


951 


to provisions of 
Act 
required to 


193 


will Se 


ence of 
hre« to 
Officer and 
ater than 
Town Clerk 
Guildha 


June 





LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL, 


invited for positions of 
ASSISTANT (salaries. up 
year) in the Housing and Valua 
Department Commencing salaries will be 
determined according to qualifications and experi 
ence. Engagement will be subject to the Loca 
Government Superannuation Acts, and successfu! 
candidates will be eligible for consideration for ap 
pointment to the permanent staff on the occurrence 
of vacancies 

All rates of pay up to £600 a year (basic) are at 
present subject to an addition of ten per cent 

Successful candidates will be required to assist in 
the design, layout and preparation of working draw 
ings housing schemes (cottages and multi-storey 
flats) and will be employed in the Housing Arc 
tect's Division 

Forms of application may be obtained from the 
Director of Housing, The County Hal!, Westminster 
Bridge, S.E.1 (stamped addressed envelope required 
and quote reference A.A.1). Canvassing disqua! 
fies. (816) 10108 


Afr ICATIONS are 
ARCHITECTURAL 
to £580 basic a 


non 


for 





BOROUGH OF WORTHING, 


BOROUGH ENGINEER'S DEPARTMENT 


ARCHITECTURAL STAFF 


or «wo ARCHITEC 
Grade A.P.T. IN 
Architectural] Sec 


PPLICATIONS are invited 
f& TURAL ASSISTANTS on 
(£530-£575 per annum) in the 
t the Borough Enginecr’s Department 
Applicants should be suitably qualified, having 
passed at least the Intermediate Examination of th 
R.I.B.A. and have had experience in the design and 
preparation working drawings for work carried 
by Local Authorities including school buildings 
appointments are subject to the Nationa 
Scheme of Conditions of Service of Local Govern 
ment Officers, to the Local Government Superannu- 
ation Act, 1937, and the successful applicants 
passing satisfactorily a medical examination 

Applications, endorsed Architectural 
stating age, status, qualifications. experience, pre 
sent and past appointments with dates, and accom 
panied by at least two copies of testimonials, should 
be sent to the Borough Engineer and Surveyor 
Town Hal!, Worthing, so as to reach him not later 
than Friday, 22nd June. 1951 

ERNEST G. TOWNSEND 
Town Hall, Worthing 
28th May, 1951 
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GOVERNMENT OF NORTHERN IRELAND 


MINISTRY OF FINANCE 
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JOHN'S APPROVED 


SCHOOL 


P' RMANENT Posts are offered to Draughtsmen 
and Draughtsmen Detailers by a London firm 
concrete engineers It is cssentia 

cant has a knowledge of reinforced 
superannuation scheme s n opera 

salaries offered ate between £400 1 

£600 per annum according to qualification Write 
details, to Box A.B.995, at 191 Gresham 


bd 15535 





PARTNERSHIP 


B’ RNEMOUTH Parin.rship « 
pr Please write fully 
The chitect and Building News 





SCHOLARSHIPS 


ARCHITECTURAL SCHOLARSHIPS. 


Architecture © ther wn in Yorkshire 
Of at least one Yo for Scholarships 
given by the of V am Hoffman Wood 
deceased, to defray th sts of architectural train 
ng and study at home nd abroad 
Applicants must be under 21 and should forward 
partioulars of 3 place of self and 
parents, educa ta presem 
occupation, tk a . Soicitors, 12 
South Parade, Leeds, 1, by 31st July, 1951 {ssi8 


PPLICATIONS : mvited from Students 
A 
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BOROUGH OF GILLINGHAM 


ENGINEER AND 
DEPARTMENT 


STMENT OF SENIOR 
ARCHITECT, GRADE 


TMENT OF SENIOR 
RCHITECT, GRADE 


SUR 








SERVICES OFFERED 


yo NG established architects partnership offers 
complete architectural assistance to firms ex- 
periencing labour difficulties. Fees by arrangement 
Box 1970, The Architect and Building News 
15502 





FOR SALE 
LL Mouldings, Plain and Embossed, and Em 
bossed Ornaments Numerous designs. — 
Dareve’s Moulding Mills Ltd., 60 Pownall Road, 
Dalston, E.8 [0086 





For sale, quantity of sand stone including hand- 

some entrance pillars from walis of mansion 
house, 11 miles from Edinburgh.—Apply Messrs 
Lindsay. Jamieson Haldane 24 St Andrew 
Square, Edinburgh {5526 





NEN Type Huts. ex-Government stock, recon- 
+" ditioned, ready for erection. Sizes in 12ft. mu 
tiples; 36ft. x 16ft., £80 and £60; 24ft. x 16ft.. £56 
nd £42; 72ft. x 16ft., £150 and £109. Plasterboard 
Huts and other buildings.—Wr call or telephone, 
Universal Supplies (Belvedere) Lid., Dept, 32. Crab 
tree anorway Belvedere Kent Telephone 
ERITH 2048 (0109 








DOMESTIC 
WATER HEATING 


BASIC ENGINEERING PRINCIPLES 
OF ELECTRIC & SOLID FUEL 
INSTALLATIONS 


By Ronald Grierson, 
M.LE.E., M.1.Mech.t 


Besides setting out the principles of 
the subject, this book gives a critical 
analysis of the current practice in the 
supply of hot water for domestic pur- 
poses. The author deals mainly with 
the combination of an_ electric 
immersion heater and thermostat with 
a conventional hot-water storage tank, 
in conjunction with a coal- or coke- 
fired domestic water heater, this being 
arranged either as a “ back-boiler” or 
as an independant unit. 


25s. net. By post 25s. 7d. 
Obtainabdle frem ail booksellers or direct from 


1L1FFE & SONS LTD., DORSET HOUSE, 
STAMFORD STREET, LONDON, S%.E.1. 
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‘PERFECTION IN DAMPCOURSES” nN J 


Saas PATENT STEEL ROLLING 
«“ PERMALUME ”’ Combines hessian base with ALUMINIUM a 
| core; affords complete protection j . _ 
Specially selected and biended bitumen, rein 
* PERMASEAL ”’ forced with a strong hessian core Efficient “Rolling Shutters is a term indi cat ve of class 
and economical not quality, but the word “KINNEAR ehixed 
Gives added significance and « arries with 
“ HOUSING” Bitumen-impregnated fibre core. Widely spec it the assurance of Superior service 
fied for housing schemes 
“ ” Hessian or fibre base, reinforced with LEAD 
LEAD BITU membrane Idea! for moisture-bearing subsoils 
Bitumen-impregnated ASBESTOS core 
ASBESTOS BASE absolute non - perishability Wit 


“settling and vibration 


These high quality Dampcourses 
comply with British Standard Specifi- @ May we send wwe 
cations. They are made by : you samples? 


pop py ay ll TR | ARTHUR . GIBSON: eCoTe 


eu 


























**A.B.S.°, HOUSE PURCHAS 


= -SLIDE RULES 
Ensure maximum 
efficiency with ustrated Catalogue sent Post Free 


leaky. turiggh eens the wane ak THORNTON LTD 


A.B.S. INSURANCE DEPARTMENT 


comprehensivé range of wyTHe NS HA we, am 
66 Portland Place, London, W Tel. LANgham 5721) 


calculations Tel W Y Thenshawe 2277 (4 tines) 














TRAFFIC. 


Practical Methods for Planners & Road Er 


POST-WAR REBUILDING ... . | Rautiat atin” a 
PORTLAND STONE 


MON KS PARK STONE Basic Surveys For Planning 


By Jageline Tyrwhitt, A.1.L.A A.M.T.P.1 


THE BATH & PORTLAND STONE FIRMS LTD. || 2h: Sete 2 


Head Office: LONDON OFFICE: 
BATH epg ry Grosvenor Gardens House, S.W.! 
Tel.: 3248-9 _— | Tel.: ViCtoria 9182-3 
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ARCHITECT « 


CASTINGS 


Say When !. From a modest few ounce accurate limits of any castings made in our 
up to two mighty tons we can supf re Foundry. Our expert knowledge and advice is 
lron Castings, machine and floor moulde always at your service. 

We specialise also in Structural Steelwork, 

Our well equipped machine shop is full) Metal Windows, Railings and Welded Tanks 
prepared to undertake the machining to and Vessels. 


THOMAS BLACKBURN & SONS LIMITED 
PRESTON: LANCASHIRE 


London Office: 8 Bloomsbury Square, W.C.1. Tel.: Holborn 8638 
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THE RELIABLE gy S4PORTLAND CEMENT 


I. BEYNON & CO. LD , LONDON OFFICE 
EMPIRE HOUSE, CARDIFF oY 101 LEADENHALL ST., £.C.3 


~ e nue 2869 


Sens Sore SOLE SALES AGENTS . »Fen, London, Phone! Ave 





